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彊萎襲馨墾
We did it!

We now have a HistoricaI Societythat ut掴zes the entire

buiiding to meet our mission of keeping the history of

Phoenixv川e Alive, We are now handicapped accessibie,

With a 2-StOP OVerSized elevatoras we= as a beautifuI oak

staircase, inside the bu胴ing. The entire bu=ding is

c=mate contro=ed with many energy-e怖cient additions.

This incIudes new LED iighting, for the new sta什area as

we= asthe entireformer sanctuary. Heat pumps heat and

cool both the museum as we= as a= our a面facts. Both

SPaCeS are uPdated, Painted, CarPeted, and Iook soooo

PrOfessional! The new Frees Research area is in this we=-

1it area and soon w川　be mostly computerized and

functional.

丁his was a= accompIished because of your generous

g冊s, the on-Iine auctions, and HSPA reserves. We did not

need to borrow any funds to complete the project・ We

are.debt free! Aiso, SPeCial thanks for your extra gifts to

Our giving tree appeai. With those donations we were

able to make many unbudgeted purchasesto enhance a=

areas. That appeal raised about $46,000 to fund a wa=

hanging system, biinds, ladders, CartS, reSearCh

COmPuterS, and many additiona=tems as we prepare the

a巾facts upstairs in the museum,

We can’t wait to show o什our/your renovated buiIding!

The staff area and Frees Research area are now

OPerational. The museum is goingto take a Iittie longer!

But you w冊be the first to know when the Grand Re-

Opening reception w冊ake piace. Ail donors w川be sent

an invitationto a speciaI Grand Opening, We are shooting

for iate March. This w川be ahead of the pubIic re-

OPening.

Many thanks to so many: the staff who lived through

construction & kept us open aImost every operating day;

those who kept ou「 auctions up and running o什site・

Speciai thanks and recognition go to Doian Construction

who was so professional with our eve「y request and

Change orders. Their sub-COntraCtOrS Were aiso amazing.

Many have enjoyed the weekIy reports from Dave

Meadows who met weekly, aS the owners’

representative, tO COmmunicate our wishes and soIve

any probiems!

I knowa=those HSPAvolunteerswho have putso much

blood, SWeat and tears forthe Iast 47 years wouid be so

proud ofthe last与years of pianning and what the future

hoIds forthe Historicai Society ofthe Phoenixv冊e Area・

Sincerely,

」ohn Keenan

President HSPA

経絡NG
MARCH QUARTERLY M旺TING

The March Quarteriy Meeting w川　be heId on

Wednesday March 19 at 7:30 PM at the First United

Methodist Church on South Main Street. A speciaI

program, ′′where We Shopped!′′ w川feature a panei of

speciaI guests. See the encIosed nyer舟r det。i/s. The

meeting isopen to ali HSPA members and the pubIic.



DECEMBER QUARTERLY MEETING

Capt. Ph描p Dearborn

The December Quarterly Meeting was held at the

Phoenixv川e Recreation Center on Wednesday,

December ll with th而y-tWO PeOPle in attendance.

President」ohn Keenan heId a brief business meeting and

gave an update on the progress of HSPA’s renovation

PrOject. The speaker for the evening was Captain Ph描p

Dearbom, the current Company Commander of the

lO67th composit Truck Company, the Pennsylvania

National Guard unit stationed at the armory in East

Pikeiand township. Captain Dearbom has served in the

Nationai Guard for over twenty years incIuding overseas

SerVice in Kuwait and iraq.Stationed at the iocaI armory

forthe pastf肺een years, he described the role of his unit

and the kinds of service they perform.

WiNTER FしEA MARKET

The Winter FIea Market held on 」anuary 18 was a great

SuCCeSS, netting about $5,500 to HSPA. Because of HSPA’s

renovation project, the event was held atthe First United

Methodist Church on South Main Street. Manythanks to

the church for aIIowing HSPA to use their faciIity! Thanks

to a= ofthe HSPAvoiunteers who heiped make the event

POSSibie. Because ofthe o什site iocation, a mOtOrCade of

minivans and suvstranspo直ed sales itemsfrom the HSPA

garage to the church on Thursday where another group

Ofvolunteers unioaded and set up the items for sale. BY

Friday aftemoon, eVerything was ready for the members-

OnIy sale on Friday night, On Saturday morning, ′bargain

hunters’were lined up at the door before the 8 AM

OPening. SpeciaI thanks to voiunteers Gretchen Deeke

Who helped price items every weekfor months, Angie Ng

for recruiting and organizing the voiunteers and 」ulian

McCracken who oversaw the financiai arrangements.

Afterthe fiea market, a grOuP OfvoIunteers boxed ail the
′1eftovers’, loaded vehicles for transpo巾ng everything to

Green Drop, and cieaned up the church by　4:30"

Coordinated by President 」ohn Keenan, mOre than th而y

VOiunteers donated 475+ hours heiping make the flea

market so successfui.
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Opening the ′Hidden Rive「’

The Schuylki看l Navigation Company

BY

」.R. ErteII

2025 marks the 200th Anniversary of the opening of the
′schuyIkiIi CanaI.’This is the story of the canai’s

evoiution from an important eiement of Pennsyivania’s

‾economic deveIopment to a vestige of a by-gOne era.

The CanaI Project

From earIiest coIonial times, the SchuylkiIi, Which Dutch

expIorers ca=ed the ′hidden’river; WaS Viewed as having

great potential for the se出ement and deveiopment of

Pemsylvania. The river’s contours varied greatIy as it

WOund down from centraI Pemsylvania with rocky areas,

rapids, Sharp drops in eievation, and wide sha=ow areas.

Eariy settlers came into conflict with the state

govemment for fu巾her blocking po面ons of the river

With fish dams. Eariier attempts at making the river

navigabIe faiied when companies chartered by the state

had economic troubles that ied to bankruptcy.

ln 1815 the state enacted new iegislation forthe river’s

development and a year later cha直ered the Schuylk川

Navigation Company (SNC) to undertake the project. The

COmPany had the authority to impiement any

COnStruCtion necessa「y to make the river navigabIe from

Philadelphia to Reading and iater to be extended above

Pottsv川e. Without state funds, the SNC was to be fu=y

funded through the saie of lO,000 shares ofstock with a

goal of raising ; 300,000 (an enormous amount in 1816).

The shares aIiowed peopIe to pay in ;10 increments. The

COmPany hired Thomas Oakeswho was invoIved with the

design ofthe Phiiadelphia Waterworks along the

Schuyik川as their chief engineer. This was an immense

undertaking at great risk and expense for that era. The

WOrk wouId be done by pick and shove=abor and using

black powder biasting.

1b make the rive「 navigabIe, the project was to dam

sections ofthe rivercreating a se「ies of Iarge pooIs (ca=ed

′siackwater poois’) and Iinking the va「ious pooIs with

canaIs which couid raise and iower boats. This was

necessary as the rive「 had a drop of588 feet in eIevation

from Port Carbon in Schuylk川County to PhiladeIphia.

The canaIs would feature sets of locks enabIing boats to

be raised or iowered to the next section ofthe rive「 In

SOme Piaces, the drops were so severe requlrlng a

SequenCe Of iocks (ca=ed　′step Iocks’). Along with

COnStruCtion, river fIooding, and weather probIems, the

PrOject experienced periodic financiai d櫛cuities

requiring the raising ofadditionai subscriptions. ln 1823,

a mo巾gage loan was contracted with Phhadelphia banker

and merchant Stephen Girard for ;230,85O to complete

the project.

Financier Stephen Girard

Construction advanced in segments. Near the

Phoenixv川e area construction caused flooding of parts of

the surrounding area, A ′swamp fever’(now believed to

be typhoid) struck many of the workers and their

fam冊es. Writing in 1871, Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker

noted that it was estimated that aImost a sixth of the



早

area residents died among them chief engineer Thomas

Oakes.

The project continued and was compIeted to Reading

and then extended to Po巾Clinton, just above Pottsvi=e.

.fo ceIebrate reaching Reading in 1824, a SPeCiaI

CeremOniai trip was held. Packed with company o冊ciaIs

and po看iticians, three barges (named after Thomas

Oakes, Stephen Girard, and DeWitt Clinton〉 traveled from

Reading to Pottstown. The Schuyik川Navigation o冊cia=y

OPened in 182与, three years before the opening of the

Erie Canai. The Schuyik川Navigation was lO8 miies iong-

46 miies of siackwater poois and sixty-tWO miies of

Canais. There were 120 cana=ocks (Iater 「educed to 9O)

and a 450-foot-iong tunnei (the first buiit in the United

States) at Auburn in Schuyik川County. The system was

Organized into twelve sections ca=ed reaches. The

reaches were sequentia=y numbered from south to no直h

aithough some aiso cameto be named a什er people.The

Fifth Reach near Phoenixv川e (from the Pawling Dam to

the Black Rock Dam) was named afterThomas Oakes; the

Seventh Reach (the Iongest at 22 miles) named after

Stephen Girard. Personnei were empioyed to operate the

Cana=ocks along the river and maintenance crews were

empioyed to deai with periodic blockages or mechanical

PrObiems.

Passage on the river had many potential hazards, In

1827 a sma= bookiet was pub=shed, Schuy/k〃I Con。/

N。Vig。tOr, tO aSSist in navigating the rive「 it described

Pa巾cuIarly d櫛cuit areas and suggested safe measures.

One ofthe areaswasthe river below Black Rock Dam.

Rise and Deciine

The opening ofthe system was haifed as the dawn ofa

new era, although peopIe living today might not fu=y

appreciate the impact of making the rive「 navigabie.

Writing Iess than f肺y years after the canai system’s

OPening, Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker noted that if

PeOPie　′∴.cou〃 pIoce ourselves in　肋e position Qf

boαrmeny OmOyed w帝h肋e rocke ond cu〃ent Qf o

CrOOked river αS肋ey poled o加rvest qf wh餌t to

moIkeb or qf teomsきers d〃ving鵬ei「 /o。ds qf m〃s to

Ph〃。de佃hio over twentyJive m〃es qfrough ond mudrly

roαds, We WOuld be be請er obIe to qppreciα書e勅e

pleosu′e Wi勅which our mcestors hoked upon富he

p/ocid wα書ers qfo com/ and功e smoofh trock qf α tOW

pのきh.〃

The system’s opening had a dramatic effect on

economic development aIong the river fac冊ating the

movement of crops, raW materials, COmmerCiaI goods,

and peopie. Canai boats and barges trave=ed only a few

miIes a day, tOWed by horses or muies along towpaths,

「equiring eVening stops aiong the river Communities

grew to meet the needs oftraveiers and boatmen. Many



Came tO inciude the word port in their name- Po直

Providence′ Port Kennedy’and Bridgepo巾for examp-e.

Charging fees for distances trave=ed′ the company

thrived and was able to issue a 6% dividend to its

investors oniy four years after opening.

The company aIso charged fees for waterpower usage

a=d years later for hydroeiectric powe「 The growth of

COai as a source of fuei acceIerated the company′s

PrOSPerity with the development of industries along the

rive細The SNC had a vi血ai monopoIy for transporting

COai・ In 1828′ tO bring coaI directly into the Phoenix Naii

Works and provide waterpower for a nearby cotton mi=,

a sma=er canai (The Chester County Canal, later ca=ed

the Phoenix Canal〉 was buiIt across from the Biack Rock

Dam. As commerce grew and barges became -arger

Carrying heavier ioads, the SNC twice widened and

Picture Postcard ofしock 60, C. 1905

The peak years ofthe canal′s economic success lasted

iess than twenty-five years. When buiIt, the SNC′s owners

COuid not have envisioned the development and impact

Ofra冊oads. Railroads did not have impedimentsfaced by

the canais- freezing in the winter occasional f-ooding,

and fa冊ng trees and other debris biocking segments of

Cana=ocks. During a massive river flood in 1850, a COai

barge′ ironica=y caIied ′′Here l Come′′ was swept down

river crashing into and demoiishing the wooden bridge

iinking Spring City to Royersford. RaiIroad tracks couid be

iaid v而ua=y anywhere a=d spur Iines branched o備to

Create a transpo直ation network. The opening of the

Black Rock Tunnei in Phoenixv川e in 1838 completed the

iink from phiIadeIphia to Reading and beyond for the

PhiiadeIphia and Reading Ra旧oad (commonIy known as

the Reading RR) created a great economic rivai to the

Canal.

1nitia=y in the 1840s′ the SNC and Reading RR signed a

PartnerShip agreement dividing coai shipping. In 1870,

the Schuyl剛Navigation system was leased by the

Raiiroad. Reading operated the canal as pa直Of their

COmmerCiai business untii 1902, The SNC continued to

OPerate but saw a sharp decline in business aimost

COmPletely shutting down in the 1920s. The iast coal

田

barge operated on the cana=n 1931. Bythe beginning of

the twentieth century and as business diminished, the

CanaI system was iargeiy used for iocal recreation. 1n

SOme COmmunities, boathouses and boating cIubs couid

be seen in various sections ofthe system. in addition to

boating′ eariy photographs show swimming in the canals

and ice skating on frozen canais in the winte「

Canoeing on the Canal, C.1910

Aftermath

Over time′ many Of the dams fe旧nto disrepair and

SiIting from coai dust and other materiais cIogged the

river. ln 1949′ the canai system was taken over by the

State Of PennsyIvania・ in the 1950s a cIean-uP Of the

SchuyIki= and massive des皿ng project was conducted by

the state in partnership with the federal govemment.

Much ofthe siit and other materiais dredged up wouid

be used as f川in lowland areas. Overtime, mOSt SeCtions

Of the canai system were drained, the canais were f川ed

and the locks removed. Only a few remnants remain.

2018 Schuylki= Sojoumers Exiting LocI( 60

ln recent years′ PreServation groups have endeavored

to promote the recreationai aspects of the Schuyl剛

River deveioping a comprehensive network of traiis.

Historic preservation efforts have led to saving some

Parts Ofthe canal system′ mOSt nOtably in Manyunk and

later near phoenixv川e. The SchuyIk=i Canal Association

founded in 1982′ WOrking with other groups successfu一一y

restored the canai at Lock　60. As in Manyunk,

recreationaI and community activities have been heid

aiongthe survIVing PO巾ons ofthe canal. Lock 60 and the
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St川-Standing Locktender’s House are now part of the

Montgomery County system of Parks and Recreation"

しOCktender,s House

The Schuyik川　Navigation Company is Iong gone.

Aithough only vestiges 「emain, the canai system created

aiong the Schuyl剛was vita=n the development of

PennsyIvania and prese「ving its memo「y is an impo巾ant

Part Ofour historical heritage.

…尊堅田要欝認灘N仙

Imd【 60 Res置oration Prqiect

This Project was Fiれanced in Part by a PA

He「itage Parks Program Gran=rom lhe Pennsylvania

Department o書Conservation and Natu「al Resources,

Bureau of Recreation and Conservation.

Addjtlonal F mncln9 Wa3 Provうded by:

. A ed!raI丁ran3porta(ion Equlfy Ac=er tho Twentyfi購t Contury fIEA) GmIll
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Lock 60 Resto「ation

Suggested Sources:

The SchuvIkiii Navi蹄tion: A Photographic Historv by

Harry L. Rinker (1991)

Aiong the SchuvIk川by Laura Cataiano and Kurt D. Zwickl

HSPA Archives and Photo Coiiection

Organizations:

The Schuyik川Canai Association

The Schuylk冊River Greenway

The SchuyIk帥River He南age Area

孟重宝産婆墓室
The Society thanks our many members and business

members who have renewed their membership or

upgraded to a higher levei since the December

newsIetter. HSPA’s membership continues to grow.

Current membership is over 560.

New Members: Since the December newsie請er was

Pubiished, the fo=owing new members have been

Welcomed to HSPA: Michaei Mazarre=a, Nancy CaraiIo,

Mariiyn lbwnsend, Lym A=en, Dee Kinzinger; Margaret

Ann Co「nett′ Aiice畢Orklund′ Peter Weimer Nate McKay’

Linda Brooks, Suzanne 」astrem, Lori W柾ner Maax &

OIivia Ruemmer 」e什Amerine, Craig & Mary Bi=man,

E=en Dicesare, Nancy Simon,しOri Comer and Michaei

Weinstock.

Donations: Alda Scheib, 」im li]ylc町　Ben　& 」ennifer

Carlson, Angie Ng, Don Deininge購　Barba輪　Witwer;

Robe巾W冊ams, Lou Beccaria,john & Pam Freehafer and

Sandy Momyer

Condoiences: HSPA extends its condoiences to the family

Of longtime HSPA member Elizabeth ′Betty’MiIes on her

PaSSIng"

Annuai ADDeai Campaign:　Donations Received-

S8,918.92.

Giving Tree Donations: Received in support of HSPA’s

Renovation Project- ;46,000 (inciudes a matching

donation of$25,000 from an anonymous donor)

Note: AII donations to HSRA are tax deductible.

手短亡両手華中棚耽b錐高中 
Didyouknowthatyoucangivesomeone 

membershiptotheSocietyasagiftor 

biれhdaypresent?SimpIγfiliouttheform 

OnOurWebsiteforanyoneyouwouidIiketo 

bringcheertoandwewiiidotherest. 

Questions?Ca=usat610-935-7646 

MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES NEWS

The HSPA o怖ce and the Frees Library have been

relocated to the former museum and a「e now open. The

iibrary features dedicated computer stations for

researchers. The expanded HSPA Museum will be located

upstairs in the former sanctuary of the building.

Voiunteers have been moving museum cases upstairs

and planning the layout before reinsta=ing new museum

exhibits. Specia看open house eventswi= be heId to ‘′show

Off’’a= the work done in the past year of renovations"

しOOk for announcements ofthe dates and times.

Even during our ciosure for construction, HSPA has

continued to receive donations of items for our archivai

co=ection. Many smailer donations of a由facts,

Photographs, documents, and maps have been received

and added to ourcoilection. We continue to evaiuate and

accession the large donations of materiaIs received from



the estates of Peter Brown, Robert Frees, and Heien

Harrop.

1f you are considering donating artifacts, documents or

Photographs′ PIease contact the o怖ce first to discuss

What you have and to arrange a de=very time.

Membership Chairperson Ma申Rohrbach reports that

PIans are underway for severa- members-On-y events in

the coming months. A tour of Holy Ghost Orthodox

CathoIic Church is scheduled for 2 PM on Sunday, Apri1

27. Lookforsign-uP information in the coming weeks. On

the night of」une 13′ the amuaI Members-Only Preview

Saie w川be held befdre the next day′s strawberry

Festival・ Other events in the pianning stages incIude a

WaIkingtour in May (iocation and date to be determined)

and a waiking tour ofthe grounds ofthe former Reeves

Estate on Starr Street in Octobe「 HSPA′s Annuai

ANNUAしSTRAWBERRY幡STIVAし

The annua川SPA Strawberry Festivai w用be heid on

Saturday′ 」une 14 underthe tent on HSPA′s lawn. As in

PaSt yearS, a Members-Only Preview Saie w用be held the

night before. Donations for the flea market are being

accepted or can be made by contacting President 」ohn

Keenan at the HSPA office (610-935-7646).

PROMOTING HSPA
-At the Historic Y訓ow Springs Art Show he-d last October

」oe Varady′s entry in the pumpkin decorating contest

WOn first prize. 」oe′s winning entry eamed HSPA a free

」oe Varady′s winning Entry

-Every Tuesdaw HSPA posts on its Facebook page

Phoenixv帥e newspaper stories′ advertisements, and

Photographs covering sports′ COmmunity news, PeOP-e,

and eventsfrom与Oyearsago. The a巾c-es and imagesare

researched by volunteer Dave Smith and posted on

Facebook by Board Member 」oe Varady. Our Facebook

7

Page aIso amounces HSPA events and activities as we=

aS PrOgreSS rePOrtS On HSPA’s renovations.

一On Friday’Decembe「 5′ HSPA Board Member」oe Varady

gaVe a PreSentation on the Lenni Lenape Peoples to the

advisors and members ofthe AKT-ON C-ub sponsored by

the Phoenixv川e Kiwanis Club.

Joe varady at Kiwanis AKTiON Club

-This spring′ the Montgome「y County Department of

Parks and Recreation will unveiI new historica- signage

aiong the Schuylki= CanaI atしOCk #60. Photographs f「om

HSPA’s coiiection have been seiected for use on some of

the signs・ Acknowiedgement of HSPA w川　be

ybur [ocα/研story Doy〃・ A partnership of iocaI historical

SOCietiesand commissions was formed a fewyears agoto

PrOmOte iocai history・ On February　22, eight

Organizations inciuding HSPA hosted visitors who had

Signed up for the oppo血nity to visit a= or any of the

Participating organizations.しocai members were on hand

tO Serve aS docents. At HSPA′ Visitors were given a

PreSentation on the exciting renovations underway at the

Society" Other participating historicai societies were

Pottstown′ Spring-Ford′ Trappe′ East Vincent township,

Skippack and Limerick.

一On Wednesday; March 26′ 」ack Erte一一w川give a

PreSentation to residents of the CoIdstream crossing

Community. The program′ ′′Now and Then: The Changing

Face of Phoenixvi=e′′ will use vintage photographs and

Picture postcards to Iook back on phoenixv…e through

the years.

-On Tuesday’ApriI 22′ 」ack Erte= w紺present a program

for the members of the Women′s Group of St. 」ohn′s

Lutheran church. The program w紺be a iook at the

history ofthe Schuyi刷Canai.

-1n」u母HSPAwi冊ave a dispiayatthe annual Kimberton

Fa血



HSPA Iimits its archivaI co=ection to three copies of

Phoenixv川e school yearbooks, SO any Others donated

become surplus and become available for sale. At

PreSent the Society has several yearbooks avaiiabie for

purchase. Yearbooks se= for $10 each (plus postage if

ma冊g is necessary) and can be purchased at HSPA.

Contact the o冊ce if interested.

圏図四
AUCTiON REPORT

HSPA continues to benefit through on-Iine MaxSoId

Auctions. The most recent auction which ended on

FebruarY 5 brought in over ;4,200. Since the start of

HSPA’s fiscaI year iast September l, the auctions have

brought in over ;22,000 to the Society. Look for

announcements about future HSPA MaxSoId Auctions in

the coming months.

請書朋抽き庵原軸中農f陣容劇o伽舶鼻面言寄龍田

調印叩何曲や○脚部轟き均され経書すさ着地助舟′

鋤寄畑厄p岬町側自重書面鵬加納gのき寄れ証す可紅轟われ

刷はなま可請書が,鼻血健脚田子照帥謝一能くわ心事書簡嶋

田塚田相調きれ脆九月〃鋤n棚的録的蘭書寄贈龍はさ田鶴枇

H劇作YOu REM各M田ERED

ro RE鵬馴h/ YOuR MたM田と騰H霊P?

lf you「 maiIing Iabe書i§ hig輔g鵬ed. it means

th劃　Y調守e　れot　鴨§ponded to our

memb割ship鴨neW露l ncti髄and this witl be

y脚r last i§§ue Ofthe Ne鵬Ie競飢

Of cour§e. it脚u!d be our mis掲ke. If s寄.

PIe謡l巨∴調nta龍　The HS孤　membe膳hip

Cha雪町er§on軸610-粥5-7軸6.

丁HA問鱒S!


