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BULLETIN transition smooth. Please check out the insert and select
December 2024 an item from the “tree” which you would like to give as a
gift to the project. As an additional incentive, an
Vol. 48 No. 1 anonymous donor has given us up to $25,000 if we
$2.00 receive matching donations.
Free to HSPA Members

NEARING THE FINISH LINE
| am very happy to report that our renovations are
nearing the finish line! As | write this, the stair railing
should be delivered, and painting, lighting, rugs, and final
touches should be close to completion both upstairs and
downstairs. The elevator is installed and working, but we
need to wait for the final certification of the elevator by
the state before we are allowed to use it.

And with the completion of renovations approaching,
the adventure | spoke about at our Annual Banquet in
September has begun. Planning is underway to first set
up the office area and Frees Research Library in the lower
level. As soon as we get elevator access, we can begin
moving our many display cases upstairs and start creating
our new museum space. It will include displays of many
artifacts from the downstairs museum and will include
additional items, some of which have never been
displayed previously.

I know you have given like never before, but if you find
yourself in the holiday spirit an opportunity has come to
light. While we did a great deal of planning for our new
spaces, inevitably numerous other expenses have
cropped up, both small and large, which were not part of
the original budget. We have created a holiday “Wish
Tree” of these items which are needed to make our

My wish to you and your family is for a healthy and
happy holiday season! Thanks for all you do to make
HSPA such a special place! Can’t wait for the grand re-
opening!

Sincerely,
John Keenan
Ho Ho Ho!!
President HSPA

DECEMBER QUARTERLY MEETING

The December Quarterly Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, December 11 at 7:30 PM at the Phoenixville
Recreation Center, 501 Franklin Avenue. Following a brief
business meeting, the program for the evening will be a
presentation on the history of the National Guard
Armory in Phoenixville. Our speaker will be Captain Philip
Dearborn, the current Company Commander of the
1067™ Composit Truck Company at the Phoenixville
Armory. Captain Dearborn, who joined the National




Guard following the attack on the World Trade Center in
2001, has spent a total of fifteen years at the Armory,
interrupted twice for overseas service in Kuwait and Iraq.
All HSPA members and the public are welcome to attend.
Light refreshments will be served.

N
Holiddlq " Schedle

Over the coming holidays, HSPA will be closed the day
after Thanksgiving, Friday, November 29, Christmas Day,
New Year’s Day, and Friday, December 27. HSPA's office
remains open on a limited basis Wednesdays and Fridays
although the museum and library are still not available to

visitors.
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AT A NEW LOCATION

Because of HSPA’s renovation project, the Annual
Winter Flea Market will be held on Saturday, January 18
(8 AM to 1 PM) in a new location- the social hall of the
First Methodist Church on South Main Street in
Phoenixville. The snow date will be Saturday, February 1.
Coordinated by President John Keenan, the flea market
will include hundreds of various household and
decorative items and feature a large quantity of jewelry.
If interested in donating items or helping as a volunteer,
contact the HSPA office. Help will be needed in
transporting items to the church on Thursday, January 16
and setting up on Friday, January 17. The Members-only
Preview Sale will be Friday night, January 17 from 7-9 PM.

MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES NEWS

The HSPA Museum and Frees Library remain closed
because of the renovation project. Following the
completion of renovations, the research library will be
relocated to the former museum area and the museum
will be relocated upstairs in the former church sanctuary.
A committee is currently planning the layouts of both
areas and the contents of the museum. Access to the
upstairs will be by the newly installed elevator and newly
constructed staircase.

Dave Smith has constructed a scale model of both the
upstairs and downstairs areas undergoing renovations to
help in planning use of the space.

The Society continues to receive donations of items to
add to our archival collection. Among recent donations
are a collection of Phoenixville Area High School-related
documents from Linda Ujobai of the PAHS Class of 1969
and two very large donations of documents, artifacts,
and photographs from the estates of former members
Bob Frees and Peter Brown. These donations are being
processed for accessioning into our archives.

If you are considering donating artifacts, documents, or
photographs, please contact the office first to discuss a
potential donation and to arrange a delivery time.
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Phoenixville at 100:
A Centennial Celebration
By
J.R. Ertell

2024 is Phoenixville’s 175" Anniversary. As this year
draws to a close, we look back at the community’s
celebration of its 100" birthday in 1949.

Phoenixville’s Growth

After a political struggle that deeply divided the
community over incorporation, the State of Pennsylvania
enacted legislation officially incorporating the Borough
of Phoenixville in 1849. Incorporation was quickly
followed by the first election to choose a borough council
and Burgess who then set out to codify ordinances and
establish a municipal government.

At the time of incorporation, Phoenixville, with a
population of about five thousand, was dominated by the
Phoenix Iron Company, by far the largest employer.
About one third of all the houses in Phoenixville were
built and owned by either the company or its owners.
They also owned most of the undeveloped land in the
community. Over the next dozen years, growth took
place as industry and businesses expanded. Interrupted
by the Civil War, growth continued throughout the
second half of the 19" Century with waves of new
immigrants, mostly from Eastern and Southern Europe,
settling in the community to work for the Phoenix Iron
Company and other developing industries. These ‘new’
people established churches and other social
organizations such as ethnic clubs as they became part of
the fabric of the community in the first half of the 20"
Century. Through two World Wars and the Great
Depression, the community evolved. By 1940,
Phoenixville had a population of 12, 282.

As Phoenixville approached mid-century with a
population of almost thirteen thousand, the community
was viewed by urbanologists as a ‘satellite city’- an
industrial community apart from a large city (twenty-

eight miles northwest of Philadelphia) surrounded by
rural, thinly populated townships. Phoenixville had all
the institutions of a larger city- industries and businesses,
a diverse population, churches and social and service
organizations, its own newspaper, its own school system
and hospital, and major transportation links with stations
for two major railroads, the Philadelphia and Reading
and the Pennsylvania Railroad. In 1949, links to the city
were vastly different. Extension of the Pennsylvania
Turnpike from Carlisle eastward was under construction
and would not reach Valley Forge until 1950. The
Schuylkill Expressway did not exist and Routes 202 and
422 were two lane country roads.

Time to Celebrate

In 1949 community leaders were eager to celebrate the
town’s 100" anniversary. An executive committee made
up of ten civic and political leaders, chaired by Clyde
McCornack, was formed to plan events for the year.
Centennial Headquarters was established in the USO
Building at the corner of Bridge and Main Streets.

As plans developed, twenty-eight supporting
committees made up of hundreds of people were formed
for the many projects that became part of the
celebration. To give adequate time for planning and
organizing, the executive committee settled on activities
to commence in June culminating in a week-long
celebration in early July. Special events and activities
included the creation of a Centennial logo, a contest to
choose a Centennial Queen, the production of a special
edition of the Daily Republican newspaper, a series of
parades, and the sale of souvenirs. The highlight of the
celebration was to be a historical pageant held on
Washington Field on five nights (July 4, 5, 6, 8, and 9)
depicting the history and the growth of Phoenixville with
music and hundreds of participants. The executive
committee contracted the John B. Rogers Producing
Company to stage the event on Washington Field.
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Centennial Seal
Renowned artist John R. Peirce, a local resident, was
chosen to design a logo for use during the Centennial. His
‘Centennial Seal’ featured a Phoenix Bird and the years
1849 and 1949. The seal would be used throughout the




celebration in many forms- on printed programs, on the
newspaper’s masthead, on banners and on various
souvenirs produced.

In June, an official Centennial Hat was announced by the
executive committee for sale by local merchants. The
‘Robin Hood’-style hat featured an imprint of the
Centennial Seal. Also announced was the use of ‘wooden
nickels’ that could be used as currency at local
merchants. The ‘nickels’” were made of thin two-inch by
three-inch wood sheets imprinted on one side with the
seal and the denomination of five cents. The back was
imprinted with an explanation that the ‘nickels’ could be
used as local currency during June and early July and later
redeemed at the Centennial Headquarters.

Centennial ‘Wooden Nickel’

The Daily Republican made plans to produce a special
edition similar in size to a Philadelphia Sunday
newspaper. The special edition would consist of eighty-
six pages organized in seven sections. Each section would
focus on a different aspect of Phoenixville- history and
government, education and health, business and
industry,  churches, fraternal and community
organizations, and athletes and sports teams. Promoted
as a community project, churches and other
organizations were asked to write their own histories and
submit articles for inclusion in the newspaper while
newspaper staff writers would gather photographs, write
historical articles and interview ‘old-timers” about their
recollections of years gone by. Anticipating a high interest
in this special publication, the newspaper ordered over
ten tons of special paper for the souvenir edition. At the
time, the daily paper sold for four cents. This special
edition, to be issued on July 2" would sell for twenty-five
cents with a production run of ten thousand copies.
Coupons were printed daily in the newspaper that could
be used to reserve a copy.

The Daily Republican launched a Centennial Queen
Contest open to any young woman (single, ages 20-28) of
Phoenixville to enter. Nomination forms were printed in
the newspaper at the beginning of June and had to be
returned by June 6 to be listed as a contestant. From June
7 to June 27, ballot coupons each worth so-many votes
were placed in daily issues of the newspaper and had to
be returned to Centennial Headquarters. Arunning count
would be posted daily. A Queen and Ladies-in-Waiting

were to be selected with contestants receiving the
second and third most votes recognized as Miss
Columbia and Miss Liberty. After only a week of voting
one candidate was significantly ahead of the other dozen
contestants. A ‘ballot-stuffing’ scandal erupted when a
group of newspaper carriers were rumored to be
collecting ballots on behalf of one candidate. By June
16%, the leading candidate, embarrassed by almost two
weeks of public debate, withdrew from the contest. At
the end of June, it was announced that twenty-one-year-
old Patricia O’Neill, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Francis
O’Neill of Buchanan Street, was elected Miss
Phoenixville, Centennial Queen with Doris Schaffer, Miss
Columbia, and Rose Marie Paczok as Miss Liberty.
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Centennial Qu
A Week of Celebration
On Saturday, July 2, the special edition of the Daily
Republican was released and featured a cover page
featuring the Centennial Seal surrounded by images
related to Phoenixville’s history. The regular Saturday
edition’s front page featured a congratulatory letter to
the people of Phoenixville from President Harry S.
Truman.

C S A
atricia O” Neill

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 1, 1549

70 THE COMMNITY OF PHOSRIXVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA:

I have great pleasure in sending hearty
felicitations and warmest parscnal greetings to
all of the peopls of the borough of Phosnixville
on the happy cccasion of the cantanary of its
incorpomstion.

Phoenixville, sstablished in the heart of
a rich farming section, is blessed by nature with an
abundance of agricultural resources. The products
of tne borough's industrial plants are known for
their axcellence and stability all over Lthe world,

I trust that this community which has
prospered throughout a full cestury will evar go
forward with progress and will always be ths abode
of happy, contented and prosperous citizens.

President Truman’s Letter of Congratulations
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Cover of Daily Republican Souvenir Edition
The newspaper listed the schedule of events for the
coming week. Each day was to have a different theme
with Sunday, July 3™ labeled “Religious Day” with
Catholic, Jewish, and Protestant Services held on
Washington Field. Daytime activities were scheduled
daily in town including a military parade on July 4, two
fashion shows, athletic events in Reeves Park, a tour of
Valley Forge General Hospital and a reception on the
grounds of Phoenixville Hospital. An antique museum
and historical display of donated artifacts was set up in
the Centennial Headquarters and open daily to the
public.

Military Parade Reviewing Stand at Reeves Park

On Thursday, July 7 (Governor’s Day), a reception and
dinner was to be held for Governor James H. Duff
followed by a huge community parade. The parade,
which started on the north side of town, was two miles
long with about five thousand participants including
twelve string bands, ten floats, two mounted units,
Phoenixville High School’s famous “Dancing Band,” and
representatives from civic and fraternal groups. Two
convertibles carried the Centennial Queen’s Court while
other vehicles including horse-drawn carriages carried
various political and civic dignitaries. An estimated
twenty-five thousand spectators viewed the parade.

Centennial Parade, 200 Block of Bridge Street

Governor Duff was to give a speech at Washington
Field. Because of illness, the Governor was unable to
attend. Taking his place was retired U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Own J. Roberts, an area resident. Before an
estimated 5,000 people, Justice Roberts delivered a
memorable speech extolling the history and virtues of
the Phoenixville community.

The pageant, “Through the Years with Phoenixville”, was
scheduled for evening performances for five nights- July
4 (Independence Day), July 5 (Queen’s Day when the
Queen was officially crowned), July 6 (Youth Day), July 8
(Centennial Day), and on Saturday, July 9* (Fireman’s Day)
but rain forced cancellation of the July 6 performance.
The Pageant, held using portable lights and a portable
stage on the stadium field, was produced by a
professional company and staged by Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd
Spangler who had recruited local community members
and groups to participate. Each night’s performance
featured six hundred fifty costumed participants
performing music and historical vignettes in thirteen
episodes that depicted the history and growth of the area
from the Native Americans to the present. Each
performance ended with the playing of Taps and singing
of the Star-Spangled Banner.

Through The Years

PHOENIXVILLE

Pageant Program




The final day of Centennial Week, July 9, featured a
convention of firemen representing forty-five
communities. As part of convention activities, the
morning included a triple housing event in which each of
Phoenixville’s three fire companies ‘housed’ new
apparatus in their respective firehouses. That afternoon
a massive parade featured eighty-five pieces of fire-
fighting apparatus and over 4,000 participants to
celebrate the seventy-fifth anniversary of Phoenixville’s
Fire Department. At 8:45 that evening, the final
performance of “Though the Years with Phoenixville”
was held.

Although a tiring week for many, Phoenixville had done
itself proud as it celebrated its one hundredth
anniversary. The various events, parades and activities
that made up the celebration had included hundreds of
volunteers in various leadership positions and included
thousands of area residents as participants. As described
in the editorial of the Daily Republican, it was a “Grand
Centennial Celebration.”

Sources:
-Daily Republican Newspaper
-HSPA Photo Archives

PROMOTING HSPA

KYW CBS3’s Kate Bilo

-On Sunday, September 15, HSPA hosted a special organ
concert at the Colonial Theater in partnership with the
Theater Organ Society of the Delaware Valley. Mayor
Peter Urscheler introduced special guest, Phoenixville
native Kate Bilo, KYW-TV Meteorologist, who spoke
about HSPA’s important role promoting the Phoenixville
area’s rich historical heritage. A Buster Keaton silent
comedy was shown accompanied by organ music. The
afternoon’s program featured a collection of images of
early Phoenixville from HSPA’s extensive collection of
vintage photographs and picture postcards accompanied
by period organ music. Board Member Deb Johnston
chaired the event with Dave Meadows serving as emcee.
The fund-raising event was held in support of Phase Il of
the Society’s renovation project.

-On Friday, October 18, HSPA hosted five classes of 2™
Grade students from the Schuylkill Elementary School as
part of their ‘History Walk’ in Phoenixville. Ninety-two
students and twenty-six teachers and parent chaperones
heard presentations on the Lenape Peoples of the area,
Phoenixville’s founding and early history, and majolica
pottery. HSPA volunteers Barbara Berger, Paul Kusko and
Jack Ertell served as presenters. HSPA President John
Keenan hosted the students and adults.

Paul Kusko and Barbara Berger
The event was held on the HSPA lawn as the renovation
project made the interior of the building off-limits to the
public. Each student received a HSPA produced coloring

book as souvenirs of their visit.
e

Dave Smith, KrI ile;, and Barbara Berger
-On Sunday, October 20, HSPA had a table promoting the
Society at Historic Yellow Spring’s “Third Annual Village
Open House and Art Festival.” HSPA Board Members Karl
Miller, Barbara Berger and Dave Smith staffed the table.
The Society participated in the festival’s pumpkin
decorating contest with a pumpkin decorated by Board
Member Joe Varady.

-On Tuesday, November 12, Jack Ertell presented a power
point slide program, “The Changing Face of Phoenixville’
at the Schuylkill River Heritage Center. Using photographs
and postcards from HSPA's large collection, Jack showed
images of the community over the years.

-The Montgomery County Department of Parks and
Recreation are creating new signage to place along the
Schuylkill Canal at Lock #60. Canal photographs from
HSPA’s photo collection have been selected for use on
some of the signs. Acknowledgement of HSPA will be




incorporated on the new signs when installed in the
spring.

-Every Tuesday, HSPA posts on its Facebook page
Phoenixville newspaper stories, advertisements, and
photographs covering sports, community news, people,
and events from 50 years ago. The articles are researched
by volunteer Dave Smith and posted on Facebook by
Board Member Joe Varady.

The Society appreciates and thanks our many members
and business members who have renewed their
membership or upgraded to a higher level since the
September newsletter. HSPA’s membership continues to
grow. Current membership is over 550.

New Members: Since the September newsletter was
published, the following new members have joined
HSPA: Mary Bascar, Steve Yanoviak, Mary J. Askew, Shan
Olsted, Susan Weicheld, Symeon Williams, Elizabeth
Knepper, and Dee Kinzinger.

Donations: Sandra Ames (in memory of John Sickler), Sue
Thomas, Mary Leshen, Dave Willauer, Dennis
Fenstermacher, Sandi VanBuren, Suzanne Norris, Duane
& Martha Parker, Alba Scheib, and Dawn Herrick.

Condolences: HSPA extends its condolences to the
families of members Elizabeth Hanebury and Tom Herrick
on their passing.

Annual Appeal Campaign: Donations to the campaign are
currently being received. As of November 15, HSPA has

received $7,043.92.

Note: All donations to HSPA are tax deductible.

Glve the Gift of Membership!
Did you know that you can give someone
membership to the Society as a gift? Simply
fill out the form on our website for anyone
you would like to bring holiday cheer to and
we will do the rest. Questions? Call us at
610-935-7646

ANNUAL BANQUET
HSPA’s Annual Banquet was held Sunday, September 8
at the Phoenixville Country Club with eighty people in
attendance. Following a brief business meeting,
President John Keenan reviewed the Society’s activities
of the past year and gave an update on the renovation
project. Our speaker Dave Meadows presented a history
of the Phoenixville Fire Department, which is celebrating
its 150" anniversary this year. John presented Service
Awards to Board Members whose terms have expired
and introduced new board members. The President’s
Award was presented to Dave Smith for his outstanding
service to HSPA.

DONATED OFFICE FURNITURE

The Lyric Company of King of Prussia has donated office
cubicles and storage units to HSPA. The company recently
closed their building and now operates completely
online. The virtually new office units were dismantled
and temporarily moved by HSPA volunteers to Board
Member Bob Heck’s Steel City Display Company
warehouse. The office furniture will be utilized in the
layout of the new office area following HSPA’s
renovations.
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AUCTION REPORT
HSPA continues to benefit through on-line MaxSold
Auctions. Since the start of HSPA’s fiscal year last
September 1, the auctions have generated over $24,600
to the Society. Look for announcements of future HSPA
MaxSold Auctions in 2025.

In case of

Inclement
Weather

Although recent winters have been mild, HSPA's
Wednesday and Friday open days may be affected by
inclement weather. The Society's practice is to follow that
of the Phoenixville Area School District. If the school
district is closed and changes to Distant Learning, the
Society will be closed that day. School notices are
announced on all local television stations and KYW Radio
(1060 AM/103.9 FM, Phoenixville’s School number is
#844), and posted on the school district's website. If
uncertain about HSPA being open, please call the office
(610-935-7646).

The Historical Society of the Phoenixville Area is a
non-profit corporation organized exclusively for
charitable purposes within the meaning of Section
501 c 3 of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code of 1954
as amended. All contributions are tax deductible.

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED
TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP?

If your mailing label is highlighted, it means
that you’ve not responded to our
membership renewal notice and this will be
your last issue of the Newsletter.

Of course, it could be our mistake. If so,
please contact The HSPA Membership
Chairperson at 610-935-7646.

THANKS!
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