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NEARING THE FINISHしINE

i am very happy to repo巾that our renovations are

nearing the finish Iine! As I write this, the stair ra冊ng

Shouid be delive「ed, and painting, lighting, rugS, and final

touches shouid be cIose to compietion both upstairs and

downstairs. The elevator is instailed and wo「king, but we

need to wait for the fjnai ce面fication of the eievator by

the state before we are aliowed to use it.

And with the completion of renovations approaching,

the adventure i spoke about at our Annuai Banquet in

September has begun. Pianning is underway to first set

upthe office area and Frees Research Library in the lower

IeveI. As soon as we get eIevator access, We Can begin

moving our many dispIaycases upstai「s and start creating

Our neW muSeum SPaCe・ lt w川inciude dispiays of many

artifacts from the downstairs museum and w川include

additional items, SOme Of which have never been

displayed previous看y.

1 knowyou have given like never before, but ifyou find

yourseif in the ho=day spirit an oppo巾unity has come to

iight. While we did a great deai of piamingforour new

SPaCeS, inevitabiy numerous other expenses have

CrOPPed up, both smali and large, Which were not partof

the originai budget, We have created a hoIiday ′′wish

丁ree’’ of these items which are needed to make our

transition smooth. Piease check out the insert and seiect

an item from the ′′tree’’which you wou看d like to give as a

g肺　to the p「oject, As an additional incentjve, an

anonymous donor has given us up to ;25,000 if we

receive matching donations.

My wish to you and your famiiy is for a healthy and

happy holiday season! Thanks for ali you do to make

HSPA such a special place! Can’t wait for the grand re-

OPening!

Sincerely,

」ohn Keenan

Ho HoHo!!

P「esident HSPA

DECEMBER QUARTERLY M旺TING

The Decembe「 Quarteriy Meeting w川　be held on

Wednesday, December ll at 7:30 PM at the Phoenixv冊e

Recreation Center与01 Frankiin Avenue. Fo=owing a brief

business meeting, the program forthe evening w川be a

PreSentation on the history of the Nationai Guard

Armory in Phoenixv刷e. Ourspeakerw川be Captain Ph輔p

Dearbom, the current Company Commander of the

lO67th composit巾uck Company at the Phoenixv川e

Armory. Captain Dearbom, Who joined the National



Guard foliowing the attack on the WorId Trade Center in

2001, has spent a totaI of冊een years at the Armory,

interrupted twice foroverseas service in Kuwait and l帽q.

All HSPA members and the pubIic are welcome to a壮end.

Light refreshments w帥be served.

蛙盛転軸二
Over the coming hoiidays, HSPA w冊be cIosed the day

after Thanksgiving, Friday, November 29, Christmas Day,

New Year’s Day, and FridaV December 27. HSPA’s o冊ce

remains open on a limited basis Wednesdays and Fridays

although the museum and library are st川not ava胎bie to

Visito「s.

AT A NEWしOCATION

Because of HSPA’s renovation project, the AnnuaI

Winter Flea Market w川be heId on Saturday, 」anuary 18

(8AM to I PM〉 in a new iocation-the social ha= ofthe

First Methodist Church on South Main Street in

Phoenixv川e. The snow date w川be Saturday, February l.

Coordinated by President 」ohn Keenan, the flea market

w冊inciude hundreds of various househoid and

decorative items and feature a large quantity ofjeweiry.

if interested in donating items or helping as a voiunteer,

contact the HSPA o怖ce. HeIp w川　be needed in

transpo由ng itemsto the church on Thursday, 」a…ary 16

and setting up on Friday, 」anuary 17. The Members-OnIv

PreviewSaie w紺be Friday night, 」anuary 17from 7-9 PM.

MUSEUM AND ARCHiVES NEWS

The HSPA Museum and Freesしibrary remain ciosed

because of the renovation project. Fo=owing the

compietion of renovations′ the research =brary wi看看be

reIocated to the former museum area and the museum

w冊be relocated upstairs in the former church sanctuary・

A committee is cu「rentiy pianning the layouts of both

areas and the contents of the museum. Access to the

upstairs wili be bythe newly insta=ed elevator and newiy

constructed staircase.

Dave Smith has const「ucted a scaIe modeI of both the

upstairs and downstairs areas undergoing 「enovations to

help in planning use ofthe space.

The Society continues to receive donations of items to

add to our archivai co=ection. Among recent donations

are a co=ection of Phoenixv川e Area High School-reiated

documents fromしinda Ujobai ofthe PAHS Class of 1969

and two very iarge donations of documents, a巾facts,

and photographs from the estates of former members

Bob Frees and Peter Brown, These donations are being

PrOCeSSed for accessioning into our archives・

lf you are considering donating artifacts, documents, Or

photographs, Piease contact the o怖ce first to discuss a

POtentiaI donation and to arrange a de=very time.
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Phoenixvi=e at lOO:

A Centennial Ceiebration

BY

」.R.たれel1

2024 is Phoenixvi=eIs 175th Anniversary・ As this year

draws to a cIose, We Iook back at the communitγ’s

Celebration of its lOOth birthday in 1949.

Phoenixv川e′s Growth

After a politicaI struggle that deepiy divided the

COmmunity over incorporation, the State of Pennsyivania

enacted iegislation o怖cia=y incorporating the Borough

Of Phoenixv冊e in 1849. 1ncorporation was quickIy

fo=owed bythe first election to choose a borough councii

and Burgess who then set out to codify ordjnances and

estabIish a municipal govemment.

At the time of incorporation, Phoenixv川e, With a

POPulation ofaboutfivethousand, WaSdominated bythe

Phoenix lron Company, by far the iargest employer.

About one third of a= the houses in Phoenixv川e were

buiit and owned by either the company or its owners.

They aiso owned most ofthe undeveioped iand in the

COmmunity, Over the next dozen years, grOWth took

Piace as industry and businesses expanded. Interrupted

by the CiviI War growth continued throughout the

second ha!f of the 19th century with waves of new

immigrants, mOStiy from Eastem and Southern Europe,

Se同ing in the community to work forthe Phoenix lron

Company and other deveIoping industries. These ′new’

PeOPie established churches and other sociai

Organizations such as ethnic cIubs asthey became part of

the fabric ofthe community in the first haif of the 20th

Century. Through two Worid Wars and the Great

Depression, the community evoived. By　1940,

Phoenixv川e had a population of12, 282.

As Phoenixv冊e approached mid-Centu「y With a

POPuiation of aImost th而een thousand, the community

WaS Viewed by urbanoiogists as a ′sateiiite city’- an

industriaI community apart from a large city (twenty-

eight miIes no直hwest of PhiladeIphia) surrounded by

ruraI, thiniy populated townships. PhoenixvⅢe had aii

the institutions ofa iarger city- industries and businesses,

a diverse population, Churches and sociai and service

Organizations, its own newspape白ts own schooi system

and hospital, and majortransportation iinkswith stations

for two major railroads, the Philadelphia and Reading

and the Pennsylvania Ra冊oad. 1n 1949, iinks to the city

Were VaStly d冊erent. Extension of the Pennsylvania

丁umpike from CariisIe eastward was under construction

and wouid not reach Va=ey Forge untii 1950. The

Schuylk紺Expressway did not exist and Routes 202 and

422 were two lane country roads.

Time to Celebrate

in 1949 community Ieaders were eagerto ceIebrate the

town′s lOOth anniversary" An executive committee made

up of ten civic and poiitica=eaders, Chaired by CIyde

McCornack, WaS formed to pian events for the year.

Centennial Headqua直ers was estabiished in the USO

Buiiding at the comer of Bridge and Main Streets.

As pians deveioped, tWenty-eight supporting

COmmittees made upofhundredsofpeopie wereformed

for the many projects that became pa直　Of the

Celebration. to give adequate time for piaming and

Organizing, the executive committee settled on activities

to commence in 」une cuiminating in a week-iong

Ceiebration in earIy 」uiy. Special events and activities

included the creation of a Centemia=ogo, a COnteSt tO

Choose a Centennial Queen, the production of a speciai

edition of the Doi/y RepubIicon newspaper a series of

Parades, and the saie of souvenirs,丁he hig冊ght of the

Ce看ebration was to be a historicai pageant heId on

Washington Fieid on five nights (」uiy 4, 5, 6, 8, and 9)

depictingthe history and the growth of Phoenixv川e with

music and hundreds of pa巾cipants. The executive

COmmittee contracted the 」ohn B. Rogers Producing

Company to stage the event on Washington Field.

調i上

CentenniaI Seal

Renowned a巾st 」ohn R. Peirce, a Iocai resident, WaS

Chosen to design a iogo for use duringthe Centennial. His
′centenniaI SeaI’featured a Phoenix Bird and the years

1849 and 1949. The seal would be used throughout the



CeIebration in manyforms- On Printed programs, On the

newspaper’s masthead, On bamers and on various

SOuVenirs produced.

in 」une, an O冊ciai Centennial Hatwas announced bythe

executive comm柾ee for sale by locai merchants. The

′Robin Hood’-Style hat featured an imprint of the

Centennial Seal. Aiso announced wasthe use of ′wooden

nickeis’ that couId be used as currency at locai

merchants. The ’nickels’were made ofthin two-inch by

three-inch wood sheets imprinted on one side with the

seal and the denomination offive cents. The back was

imprinted with an expianation that the ′nicke看s’couId be

used as iocal currency during」une and earIy」uIy and Iater

redeemed at the CentenniaI Headquarters.

Centennial ′wooden NickeI′

丁he D。ily Republic。n made pians to produce a speciai

edition similar in size to a Philadeiphia Sunday

newspaper. The speciai edition wouId consist of eighty-

six pages organized in seven sections. Each section wouid

focus on a d附erent aspect of Phoenixv冊e- history and

govemment, education and heaith, business and

industry,　Churches,　fratemaI and community

organizations, and athietes and sports teams. Promoted

as a community project, Churches and other

organizations were asked to writetheirown histories and

submit a面cles for inclusion in the newspaper while

newspaper staff writers wouid gather photographs′ Write

historicai articies and interview ′old-timers’about their

recoIiections ofyears gone by. Anticipating a high interest

in this special pub看ication, the newspaper ordered over

ten tons ofspecial paperforthe souvenir edition. Atthe

time, the daiiy paper sold for four cents. This speciaI

edition, tO be issued on 」uly 2′WOuid se= for twenty-five

CentS With a production run of ten thousand copies.

Coupons were printed daily in the newspaperthat could

be used to reserve a copy.

The Dorty Repub/ic。n launched a Centenniai Queen

Contest open to anyyoung woman (singie, ageS 20-28〉 of

Phoenixv川e to enter. Nomination forms were printed in

the newspaper at the beginning of」une and had to be

retumed by」une 6to be iisted as a contestant. From 」une

7to 」une 27, ba=ot coupons each wo直h so-many VOteS

were placed in daiiy issues ofthe newspaper and had to

be retumedto Centenniai Headqua直ers. A running count

WOuid be posted da=y. A Queen andしadies-in-Waiting

were to be selected with contestants 「eceiving the

second and third most votes recognized as Miss

Coiumbia and Miss Liberty. After only a week of voting

one candidate was significantly ahead ofthe other dozen

contestants. A ′baliot-Stu飾ng’scandai erupted when a

group of newspaper carrie「s were rumored to be

CO=ecting baiiots on behaIf of one candidate. By 」une

16th, the Ieading candidate, embarrassed by almost two

weeks of pubiic debate, Withdrew from the contest. At

the end of」une, it was announced that twenty-One-year-

oid Patricia O’Ne町daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Francis

O′Ne川　of Buchanan Street, WaS eIected Miss

Phoenixv川e, Centenniai Queen with Doris Schaffer, Miss

Coiumbia, and Rose Marie Paczok as Miss Libe直y.

CentenniaI Queen Patricia O’’Nei=

A Week of Ceiebration

On Saturday, 」uIy 2, the special edition of the D。ily

RepubIiccJn WaS released and featured a cover page

featuring the Centennial Seal surrounded by images

related to Phoenixv冊e’s history. The regular Saturday

edition’s front page featured a congratulatory letter to

the peopie of Phoenixv川e from P「esident Harry S.

Truman.
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The newspaper listed the scheduie of events for the

COming week. Each day was to have a different theme

With Sunday与」uIy 3「d iabeled　′′Re=gious Day′′ with

Catholic, 」ewish, and Protestant Services held on

Washington FieId. Daytime activities were scheduIed

daily in town inciuding a m冊ary parade on 」uly 4, tWO

fashion shows, athletic events in Reeves Park, a tOur Of

Valley Forge Generai Hospital and a reception on the

grounds of Phoenixv冊e Hospital. An antique museum

and historical dispIay of donated a面facts was set up in

the Centenniai Headquarters and open dafty to the

Pub=c.

MiIita「y Parade Reviewing Stand at Reeves Park

On Thursday, 」uIy 7 (Governor’s Day), a reCePtjon and

dinner was to be held for Governor 」ames H. Du什

foilowed by a huge community parade. The parade,

Which sta巾ed on the north side oftown, WaS tWO miies

iong with about five thousand pa巾cipants inciuding

tweive string bands, ten fioats, tWO mOunted units,

Phoenixv冊e High Schooi’s famous ′′Dancing Band,’’and

representatives from civic and fraternal groups. Two

COnVertibies carried the CentenniaI Queen’s court whiie

Other vehicies inciuding horse-drawn carriages carried

Various politicai and cjvic dignitaries. An estimated

twenty-five thousand spectators viewed the parade.

Centenniai Parade, 200 BIock of Bridge Street

Governor Du什was to give a speech at Washington

Field. Because of冊ness, the Govemor was unabIe to

attend. Taking his place was retired U,S. Supreme Cou巾

」ustice Own 」. Robe直S, an a「ea reSident. Before an

estimated 5,000　people, 」ustice Robe巾S de=vered a

memorabIe speech exto冊g the history and v而ues of

the Phoenixvi=e community.

丁he pageant, ′′Through the Years with Phoenixv川e’’, WaS

SCheduIed for evening performances for five nights- 」uly

4 (Independence Day〉, 」uiy 5 (Queen’s Day when the

Queen was o冊cially crowned), 」uiy 6 (Ybuth Day), 」uly 8

(CentenniaI Day), and on Saturday,」uiy9t (Fireman’s Day〉

but rain forced cance=ation of the 」uiy 6 performance.

The Pageant, heId using po直ab看e iights and a po直able

Stage On the stadium fieid, WaS PrOduced by a

PrOfessionaI company and staged by M「 and Mrs.しioyd

SpangIer who had recruited Iocal community members

and groups to pa巾cipate. Each night’s performance

featured six hundred f肺y costumed participants

Performing music and historical vignettes in th而een

episodesthatdepictedthe historyand growth ofthe area

from the Native Americans to the present. Each

Performance ended with the pIaying of li]PS and singing

Ofthe Star-Spangied Banner

Pageant Program



The final day of Centenniai Week, 」uly 9, featured a

COnVention of firemen representing forty-five

COmmunities. As pa直　Of convention activities, the

morning incIuded atriple housingevent in which each of

Phoenixv川e’s three fire companies　′housed’ new

apparatus in their respective firehouses. That aftemoon

a massive parade featured eighty-five pieces of fire-

fighting apparatus and over　4,000　pa面cipants to

Ceiebrate the seventy-f肺h anniversary of Phoenixvi=e’s

Fire Department. At　8:45　that evening, the finai

Perfo「mance of ′′Though the Years with Phoenixv川e’’

was heid.

Aithough a tiring week for many, Phoenixv川e had done

itseIf proud as it celebrated its one hundredth

anniversary. The various events, Parades and activities

that made up the ceiebration had inciuded hundreds of

VOlunteers in various leadership positions and inciuded

thousands ofarea residents as pa面cipants. As described

in the editoriai of the D。功y RepubIicon, it was a ′′Grand

Centennial Ceiebration.’’

Sources:

-D。try RepubIic。n Newspaper

-HSPA Photo Archives

PROMOTING HSPA

KYW CBS3′s Kate BiIo

-On Sunday, September l与, HSPA hosted a speciaI organ

COnCert at the Coionial Theater in partnership with the

Theater Organ Society of the Deiaware Va=ey. Mayor

Pete「 UrscheIer introduced speciai guest, Phoenixv川e

native Kate Bilo, KYW-TV MeteoroIogist, Who spoke

about HSPA’s impo直ant roie promoting the PhoenixviIie

area’s rich historicaI heritage. A Buster Keaton siient

COmedy was shown accompanied by organ music. The

afternoon’s program featured a co=ection of images of

earIy Phoenixv川e f「om HSPA’s extensive co=ection of

Vintage photographs and picture postcards accompanied

by period organ music, Board Member Deb 」ohnston

Chaired the event with Dave Meadows serving as emcee.

The fund-raising eventwas held in support of Phase = of

the Society’s renovation project.

ーOn Friday; October 18, HSPA hosted five cIasses of 2nd

Grade students from the Schuylk冊Eiementary Schooi as

Part Of their ′History WaIk’in Phoenixvi=e. Ninety-tWO

Students and twenty-Six teachers and parent chaperones

heard presentations on theしenape Peopies ofthe area,

Phoenixv川e’s founding and eariy history, and majoIica

POtte「y. HSPA voiunteers Barbara Berger; Pau看Kusko and

」ack Erte= served as presenters, HSPA President 」ohn

Paul Kusko and Barbara Berge「

丁he event was heid on the HSPA lawn as the renovation

PrOject made the inte「ior ofthe buiiding o什Iimits to the

Pubiic. Each student received a HSPA produced coioring

book as souvenirs oftheirvisit.

Dave Smith, Karl Mi=er, and Barbara Berger

-On Sunday, October 2O, HSPA had a tabie promoting the

Society at Historic Ye=ow Spring’s ′′Third Amuai V用age

Open House and Art Festival.’’HSPA Board Members Kari

M冊er; Barbara Berger and Dave Smith sta什ed the table.

The Society pa巾cipated in the festival’s pumpkin

decorating contest with a pumpkin decorated by Board

Member 」oe VArady.

-On Tuesday, November 12,」ack Erteii presented a power

POint sIide program, ′′The Changing Face of Phoenixv帥e’

at the Schuyik=i Rive「 Heritage Center. Using photographs

and postcards from HSPA’s large co=ection, 」ack showed

images ofthe community over the years.

ーThe Montgomery County Department of Parks and

Recreation are creating new signage to piace aIong the

SchuyIk川Canal at Lock #6O. Canal photographs from

HSPA’s photo coiiection have been seiected for use on

SOme Of the signs. Acknowledgement of HSPA w川be



incorporated on the new signs when insta=ed in the

SPrlng.

-Every Tuesday, HSPA posts on its Facebook page

Phoenixvilie newspaper stories, advertisements, and

Photographs covering sports, COmmunity news, PeOPle,

and eventsfrom 50yearsago. The a由ciesare researched

by volunteer Dave Smith and posted on Facebook by

Board Member」oe Va「ady.

孟重宝重量翌星
The Society appreciates and thanks our many members

and business members who have renewed their

membership or upgraded to a higher level since the

September newsietter. HSPA’s membership continues to

grow. Current membership is over 550.

New Members: Since the September newsietter was

Pub=shed, the foliowing new members have joined

HSPA: Ma「y Basc∈町Steve Yanoviak, Mary 」. Askevy Shan

Olsted, Susan Weicheld, Symeon Wiliiams, Elizabeth

KneppeJ; and Dee Kinzinger

Donations: Sandra Ames (in memory of」ohn Sickler〉, Sue

Thomas, Mary Leshen, Dave W川auer Demis

Fenstermacher; Sandi VanBuren, Suzanne Norris, Duane

& Martha Parker; AIba Scheib, and Dawn Herrick.

CondoIences: HSPA extends its condolences to the

fam冊esofmembers軸zabeth Hanebury and Tom Herrick

On their passing.

Annuai Appeai Campaign: Donationsto the campaign are

Currentiy being received. As of November 15, HSPA has

received ;7,043.92.

Note: A= donations to HSPA are tax deductible.

勾Ve亡庸子隼of柄e肌beγS埠! 

Didyouknowthatyoucangivesomeone 

membershiptotheSocietyasagift?Simply 

fi=outtheformonourwebsiteforanyone 

youwouldiiketobringholidaycheertoand 

WeW川dotherest.Questions?Caliusat 

610-93与-7646 

ANNUAしBANQUET

HSPA′s Annuai Banquet was heId SundaY, September 8th

at the Phoenixv冊e Country Ciub with eighty peopIe in

attendance. Fo=owing a brief business meeting,

President 」ohn Keenan reviewed the Society’s activities

Of the past year and gave an update on the renovation

PrOject. Our speaker Dave Meadows presented a history

Ofthe Phoenixv紺e Fi「e Depa直ment, Which is ceiebrating

its l与Oth anniversary this year 」ohn presented Service

Awards to Board Members whose terms have expired

and int「oduced new board members. The President’s

Award was presented to Dave Smith for his outstanding

SerVice to HSPA.

DONATED OFFICE FURNiTURE

The Lyric Company of King of Prussia has donated o怖ce

Cubicles and storage unitsto HSPA. The company recentIy

Ciosed their buiIding and now operates compieteIy

O掴ne. The v血ualiy new o冊ce units were dismantied

and temporariiy moved by HSPA voiunteers to Board

Member Bob Heck’s Steei City Display Company

warehouse. The o怖ce fumiture w冊be ut冊zed in the

Iayout of the new o冊ce area foliowing HSPA’s

renovations.

Dave Meadows and the HSPA Moving Crew



埋却
AUCTiON REPORT

HSPA continues to benefit through on-1ine MaxSoid

Auctions. Since the start of HSPA’s fiscai year iast

September l, the auctions have generated over $24,600

to the Society. Look for amouncements of future HSPA

MaxSoid Auctions in 202与.

_語・--竃
AIthough recent winters have been mild, HSPAIs

WednesdaY and Friday open days may be a怖鷺ted by

inciement weather. The Society“s practice is to foiiowthat

Of the Phoenixvi=e Area SchooI District. if the schooI

district is cIosed and changes to Distant Leaming, the

Societv w川　be cIosed that day, School notices are

announced on a旧ocal television stations and KYW Radio

(1060 AM/103.9 FM, Phoenixv川e’s Schooi number is

#844), and posted on the school district’s website. If

uncertain about HSPA being open, PIease caII the o怖ce

(610-93与-7646).

77]e HistoricoI Sociefy qf rhe Phoenixvi〃e Are。 ;s 。

non-pr(坊でco岬orc請ion orgonjzed excIusively Jbr

Cha所でのble pu岬oses wi勅in功e meoning qf Sec書fon

50重c 3 q旬he U.S. /ntemαI Revenue (bde qf1954

αS Omended. All contr;buさions clre調X deducfibIe.

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED

丁O RENEW YOUR MEMBERSH!P?

!fyour ma掴ng label is highlighted, it means

that you’ve not responded to our

membership renewai notice and this wⅢ be

your last issue ofthe NewsletteM

Of course, it could be our mistake. if so,

PIease contact The HSPA Membership

Chairperson at 610-935-7646.

THANKS!


