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Ⅵ比心主心i書!
During our Board Meeting in February, We PaSSed a

motion to award a contract to Doian Construction to

renovate HSPA by:

・ lnsta=inga 6×7SchindierEievatorfor peopie and

a巾fact movement

・　Adding an intemai staircasetothe second fioor

.　Adding HVACtotheentiresecondfIoor

● Insta帖ng an improved buiIding-Wide eiectricai

SyStem

・　Removing a= risers from the sanctuary fiooring

and adding flooring and walls where necessary

●　Adding LED看ighting (Uplighting as weli as spot

Iighting)

・　Keeping some ofthe oid Iighting but upgrade it

to LED

・　New paint in the future museum from top to

bottom

・　Carpettheentiremuseumarea

● lnsta冊nga handicapaccessibIe ramptothe side

yard entrance door

At the same meeting a motion was approved to ailocate

$825,000.00 for the cost ofthis project. We have raised

about ;713,OOO. The remainder of the money w川be

drawn from intemal reserves. We do not feel we need to

borrow any money to compiete the project. This is a=

thanks to you who were so gracious to donate funds,

Piedges, and even itemswhich we were abieto seil. Yes,

the surpluses, mainly from the auctions, are helping to

fund this project. Keep those goodies coming and ifyou

find a few extra do=ars, that wouid be appreciated as

We=.

1 know a= those HSFAvoiunteers who have put so much

blood, SWeat and tears forthe Iast 46years wouid be so

PrOud of these efforts.

We anticipate construction w川sta「白n mid-March. As I

Write this the Iast auction is being staged in the former

SanCtuary and ai=eft-OVer flea market items have been

removed. We are working to find homes for the pews.

Speaking ofthe pews, Dave Smith has figured a way to

Cutthem downto4-5feet in length. Thiswi=訓owusto

intersperse a few pews throughout the bu冊ing, Without

taking up ll feet ofspace. This wi看i honor the carvings

On the ends ofthe pews as we= as the legacy ofCentral

LutheranChurch. 1fyouwouId =keonegive mea ca=. We

must have the entire area empty for construction to

sta直!



This aIso meansthe museum must be packed up, StOred

and cases moved to the current majoiica room. The

museum w紺be cIosed by the time you receive this

newsletter. 1f you stop by on a Wednesday or Friday,

come in by the doubie doors near Phoenixv川e Federal

parking iot. The 204 Church Street doors w川be the

construction entrance. We w川have directional signage.

We hope to have a grand reopening by iate falI or early

winter!

Don′t worry the Strawberry Festivai′ Set for 」une 8th′ W川

only see minor disruptions・ The iargest change w川be

thatthef看ea marketwi= be in a secondtentnearthe rear

of the lot. We w紺st冊use the restrooms but the

remainder ofthe upstai「s w冊be cIosed.

Finally, Dave Meadows is finishing a grant appiication for

Phase 2. This would inciude an ADA restroom on the

second ievel as we= as an entrancethrough the oid organ

room to make access to the ramp easier This is a

matching funds grant, for just over $100k.

Again, many thanks for a= your donations and suppo巾

John Keenan

AUCTION REPORT

HSPA continues to benefit greatly f「om our on-iine

MaxSoId Auctions. The most recent auctions have

brought in ove「 ;3,OOO each. Since the start of HSPA’s

fiscal year in September; the auctions have ge=erated

over $15,000 to the Society. Auctions are expected to

continue during the cIosure for renovations.

VOLUNTEER REPORT

HSPA is an a=-VOlunteer organization. PauI Kusko, Our

volunteer coordinatoら　rePO巾S that from December

through 」anua「y, HSPA volunteers have contributed

aimost 1600 hours of their time and over 4,00O hours

since the start of our fiscal year in Septembell The hours

donated represents the equivaIent about ;127,000 in

donated services,
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し旧RARY & MU§EUM

丁HE HSPA MUSEUM IS CLO§ED UNTlしFURTHER

NOTICE DUE TO RENOVATIONS.

THE H§PA L旧RARY iS OPEN ON WEDNESDAYS AND

FRiDAYS, 9 A.M. TO 3 P.M.



丁H且BÅ十十」且TO MÅK且

PHO貴NIXVI」L且Å BoROUGH

by

Susan Marshal看

→‾iditor′s Note: This articIe was origina=y pubiished in the

March 2014 issue of the HSPA Newsletter. We reprint it

in ceIebration of the 175th anniversary of the Borough

Of Phoenixviile’s incorporation, March 6, 2024.

Early in the 19th century the Schuylk冊Navigation canai

SyStem and later the Reading and PhiIadeIphia Ra冊oad

enabled the growth of manufacturing aiong the river by

transpo面ng coai and other materiaisto po直S aiongthe

Schuyik川. The v紺age of Phoenixv紺e, at the confiuence

Ofthe French Creek and the Schuylk川River was one of

many towns that benefited from these t「ansportation

improvements. By 1847 Phoenixv冊e was a booming

Place,丁he growth of manufacturing attracted new

residents who worked at the severaI businessesthat had

grown aIong the French Creek and Schuylk川　Rive「

Reeves, Buck & Co., manufacturer of nails and iron

PrOducts, WaS by far the largest industry in the V川age.

There were in addition a cotton m川, five bot輔ng m帥s

and numerous sma=er enterprises.

The popuIation in 1840was 809, By 1846the popuiation

had risen to l,683, grOWing to 3,337 in 1848. Two

hundred buildings were erected during the same two-

year period. Phoenixv冊e at that time was part of

Schuyiki= township, a mOStly ruraI area. But, With the

increased popuIation concentrated in the viilage of

Phoenixvi=e there was a greater need for community

SerVices. Among the concerns were the condition of the

StreetS - muddy and impassable during ce直ain times of

theyear; the need fora central market-tO eliminatethe

house-tO-house hawking of food at high prices and Iow

quality; OVerCrOWding in the schooIs; drinking and

gamb=ng; inabiIityto a「rest and hoid criminais fortriai -

they simply hopped the next train out of town;

unreguIated buiiding; and animals running Ioose.

On October l, 1847, the citizens of Phoenixvi=e met at

lemperance Ha= to consider incorporation ofthe v川age.

An incorporated municipaiity is the focus of

governmental iegitimacy on the loca=evei. Boroughs are

given powers and the right to use those powers to restrict

individuai rights fo「the good ofsociety at iarge. Providing

important community services which are unsuited to

Private enterprise, boroughs have traditiona=y been

heaviiy invoIved in maintenance of streets as we= as

having responsibiiity for public safety, incIuding po看ice,

firefighting and emergency management. Boroughs

Often provide wate購SeWer and refuse co=ection services.

A municipaIity can infIuence aesthetic factors and

amenities which contribute much to the quaiity of iife.

丁his can be done by removai of nuisances, COntrOi of

noxious activities, bu皿ng reguIation, COntrOI of

development through zoning, animal control and other

「egulatory activities.
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INCORPORATION MEETS OPPOSITION

Conditions in Phoenixv川e in　1847　warranted

incorporation. Howeve「 at the October lst meeting it

SOOn became apparent that there was prominent

OPPOSition to it. Stakeholders in the firm of Reeves, Buck

& Co. beIieved that incorporation meant additionai

expense without benefit to their bottom line. These

industrial leaders ra冊ed their empIoyees, Other

manufacturers, and farmers in a protest against

incorporation. 1t was first proposed that oniy the south

Side ofFrench Creek be incorporated. Thatwouid exempt

the manufacturing businesses north of the creek from

Pa巾cipating in paying taxes and other municipal

responsib冊ies. That proposal was ′negatived’.



Robert S. Buck of Reeves, Buck & Co.

The general borough Iaw enacted in 1834 authorized

countv courts to incorporate boroughs upon petition of

the citizens of a town. However because the
′incorporationists′ and their opposition ′′were unable to

effect any arrangement by which a test vote of the

inhabitants couid be obtained’: the incorporationists

d丁afted a b川for incorporation- and forward曾d it to

Harrisburg for a special act of the legisiature. Three

hundred ninety signatures were co=ected on a petition in

favor of Incorporation. At the same time petitions of

Remonstrance were circuIated for signature by the

OPPOSition.

Remonstrance petitions, Which are documents forma=y

stating points for opposition, Were CircuIated and signed

by 432 freehoiders and citizens. As opposition evoived

and greW the reasons for continuing without

incorporation were that: it was unfair to those to whom

the burden oftaxation must fal申t increased taxation on

PrOPerty hoiders of lesser means; the markets in the

town were as good as any others in Pennsyivania; there

was no iicensed tavem where liquor was soid声here was

no need for better poiicing than what aiready existed;
′′Legislative interference’’ couId not promote the

happiness and prosperity of the citizens戸ncorporation

would result in an increase in cost of living, rent and

taxation; Phoenixv川e would be forced to bu=d new

schooIs and hire newteachers戸arms within the borough

would have borough taxation imposed on them; and

some farmers would be separated from their piaces of

eiection which wouId diminish their infiuence.

PASSIONATE POしITICS

Many of Phoenixvi=e’s prominent citizens were active in

thefightto become a borough, Aco=ection ofdocuments

from Dr. isaac A, Pennypacker exists in the co=ection at

Phoenixv川e’s Historical Society. Dr Pennypacker; a locaI

Physician, drafted the bi= for a charte「 which was

PreSented to the Legis看ature of Pemsylvania・しetters

written in fading script b「ing the events ofthe dayto life.

Emotions in Phoenixvi=e ran high. On Februarγ 18th,

1848, the bi= was c訓ed up before the State Senate

unexpectediy without notice and was defeated. In a

letter to Dr Pennypacker the next day from W輔am

W冊amson (Speaker of the Senate of PennsyIvania,

ChesterCounty〉 we Ieam that ′′1 presume itwas ca=ed up

by the enemies of your bi=. They had counsel from the

City specifica=y to oppose its passage - and which no

doubt effected (sic) the object.’’InterestingIy, One Of the

′enemies’of Dr. Pennypacker’s bi看l was his own brother-

in-laW Dr Samuel A, Whitaker.
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Opposition Petition

The brother of Dr. Pennypacker’s wife, Samuei A.

Whitaker; With Robert C. NichoIs and Robert S, Buck,

were owners ofthe Reeves, Buck & Co. D11 Pe…yPaCker’s

COrreSPOndence is siIent on his fee=ngs about Dr.

Whitaker’s opposition. No correspondence or mention of

the reiationship is indicated throughout the documents,

and no mention is made by Samuei Whitaker

Pennypacker 〈Dr. Pennypacker’s son as we= as Samuel A.



Whitaker’s nephew) in his book ′Annals of Phoenixv川e

and its Vicinity’.

Dr. Isaac Pemypacker

Correspondence over the weeks fo=owing the b川’s

defeat reveais some interesting perspectives. On

February 22, 1848, A. Henry Smith writes from the

Senate Chamber ′′As many of my constituents had

W「itten to me and urged metovote againstthe b町i did

not think I ought to o範nd them as an a怖rmative vote

WOuld not have savedthe b冊I think it rightto makethis

expIanatjon as you「 effort must in the end

unquestionabiy succeed.’’

On February 28th a lette「f「om W冊am W冊amson, Who

VOted in favor ofthe b川, eXPreSSed concem over a ietter

he received criticizing the outcome of the vote. An

umamed person from Phoenixvi=e had sent him the

foiIowing:
〃77?ere are Jbw qf勅e "umber who signed助e peti書ions

きhoきcare o strow whether勅e p/αCe ;s hco岬oroted or

noき, Ond wouId hove rested pe咋Cf/y sα書i印ed and eosy

in their minds (昨er the vote jn功e Senote on Hidoy Q/

IαSt Weekげ的e /eαders qf的eir party加d noきcho「ged

you /in匂wi肋treochery ond勅e Semte Wi書h being

iI珂uenced by肋e weaIth qf Reeves; Buck & Co. A互w

doys previous　如-　書he vote upon　肋e biI/ the

CO岬Orotion応ts apenly asserted thor肋ey庇Id your

promise to secure ;ts passoge ond功oきyour f研uence

αnd hte′eSf wαS Cer調in ;n功eir句vo購And qfter肋e

news wαS received here qf肋e de佃α書qf肋e bi〃肋ey

Chαrged t偏t yOu　偏ve deceived　勅em　αnd used

underhonded meons ro secure功o書resu/t ond勅en hod

VOted ;n宛sJbvor merelyわr e侮Ct (咋er you knew your

VOte COuId　"Ot chmge　功e resu旬, αnd　肋のt　勅e

COnSequence rO yOurseゲWOuld be po〃書ic調I dαmmtion

SO畑r αS勅ey couId旬筋ct ;t.〃

Mr. W冊amson, SPeaker of the Senate, WaS incensed

that the writer accused members of the Senate of

′bribery’and asked Dr. Pennypacker if′′such charges were

in fact ′openiy asserted’by the friends of the b冊’. Dr.

Pemypacker’s response is not known but a fo=ow up

ietter in which Mr. Wi=iamson declines to name the

individuai who penned the offending ietter states that
′′Ydur letter has in some measure answered the

question.’’

A Ietterfrom Robe巾S Buck, the ′Buck’of Reeves, Buck

&Co, tO Dr. Pennypackercomplainsthat ′′upon my return

this daY l have rec’d a letter from (name unreadabie)

dated Senate Chambers Feb 23, 1848. Mrs. Buck has

informed me said Ietter was handed to her by you

accompanied by Mr Fry to witness the deiivery and

receipt ofsaid Ietter Mrs. Buck receives my letters when

Ieft at my house during my absences and this is the first

time any person has so far doubted Mrs. Buck’s integrity

as to take a gentieman to my house to witness the

delivery and receipt by Mrs. Buck of ietters directed to

me.’’There is no documentation of a response from Dr,

Pemypacker.

The furor must have quieted in the months fo=owing.

The correspondence in Dr. Pennypacker’s records shows

nothing unt旧anuary 1849. in」une, 1848the NaiI Factory

beIonging to Buck, Reeves & Co. burned down. Perhaps

the ioss distracted the major pIayers from the poIitics of

incorporation. The factory was not rebuiIt. NaiI

manufacturing was not resumed hence a drop in 1850

CenSuS CauSed by workmen leaving to find work

eIsewhere. However the iron industry was here to stay.

′lNCORPORATiONIS丁S′ wIN

′An Act to erect Phoenixvi=e in Chester County into a

borough’was read into the f=e on 」anuary 24, 1849 of

Pennsyivania House of Representatives. Representatives

Of both factions visited Harrisburg to Iobby for their

POSitions. Fina=y on March 6, 1849, the b川became iavvy

and the Borough of Phoenixv川e was born.



First Borough Seal lmpression

′′At the election for borough o冊cers, heid Aprii 13th,

1849, lsaac A. Pennypacker was eiected burgess by a vote

Of 22与against his brother-in-iaw and opponent, Samuei

A. Whitaker who received 156,’’

The new borough council consisting of D「 Isaac A.

Pemypacker Burgess, and seven other members wasted

no time addressing problems that piagued the

COmmunity. On May 19, 1849, the fo=owing ordinances

Were PaSSed:

● 「t)eStablish and confirm a surveyofthe Borough

Of Phoenixv川e, incIuding the boundaries and

iimits; and the roads, StreetS, a=eys, &c.; tO

adjust comer stones and臆marks; tO have a draft

Or Piottaken ofsaidlbwn and forother purposes

・ Tograde and level BridgeStreet, Main Street

and several ofthe principaI streets

・ To levythe borough tax ofthe Borough of

Phoenixv川e fo「 the year 1849

・ Concemingnewandoid bu冊ingpermits

・ Conceming nuisances &c.

・ To suppress the keeping oftippIing houses,

and a= disorderiy houses, gambiing, &c.

●　Concemingintoxication

・ Concemingbathing, SWimmingand indecent

eXPOSure

・ Concemingexhibitions

しater in 1849 additionai ordinances were passed:

・ Concemingswine and hogstys (sic)

・ ConcemingtheSabbath

●　Prohibitingtheexhibition of串ys, Shows&c

Within the Borough of Phoenixvi=e and

PrOViding for Licensing the same

・ Conceming Dogs. Whereas, rabid dogs have

recentIy passed through the vicinity, and

have bitten and infected many dogs, Pigs,

&c.

GOOD ADVICE

it was inevitabIe that the Vi=age of Phoenixv川e wouid

incorporate, but the battle was hard-fought and

relationships were damaged. Wise counsel was sent to

Dr Pennypackerfrom H. 」ones Brooke, the Attorney who

represented the ′lncorporationists’in Harrisburg. ′′l have

no doubt you w川a= harmonize and act in concert in

Orga川ZIngyOur mu川CiPaigovemment. This isthe dutyof

aiI who are interested in the welfare ofthe rd坦垣v川age.

Be very ca「efui and permit no personaI or sectionai

feeIing to operate on your minds. For yourselt you can

afford to be magnanimous. Y型have gained a= and it is

yourdutyto hide a=feeiingsofexultation. Much depends

On yOur COurSe and bearing,’’

Fo=owing the successfu=ncorporation of the bo「ough,

D「 Isaac A. Pennypacker was elected as Phoenixvi=e’s

first Burgess. He served two additionai terms as burgess

in 1851 and 1853. 1n 1854 he accepted a position atthe

Co=ege of Medicine in PhiiadeIphia and moved his famiiy

to the city. 1n February of 1856 he contracted typhoid

feverand died atthe age of44.

Dr, Samuel A. Whitaker served as a member of borough

counc旧n 1850 and 1852. NotabIythey were yea「s when

D「 Pennypacker was not Burgess. He died in 1868. In

1855, nOt iong after borough incorporation, the Reeves,

Buck　&　Co. was incorporated as the Phoenix Iron

Company by an act ofthe state legislature.

Sources:

-PennsyIvania Govemor’s Center for LocaI govemment

Services: Borough Mayo「S Manual

-Bayard li]ylor′s pioneer Documented in the ′original

Papers relating to the lncorporation of the Borough of

Phoenixv冊e, PA

-Historical Souvenir Book of Homecoming CeIebration

1910

-Samuel Whitaker Pemypacker; ′′Annais of Phoenixv川e

and its Vicinitv’’, 1872

-Clegg, Miriam: ′′phoenixv冊e′s Noted Politician Samuei

Whitaker Pemypacker 1843 - 1916’’, 1966

-Isaac A. Pennypacker; ′′original Papers relating to the

lncorporation ofthe Borough of Phoenixvi=e, PA’’, (March

6, 1849)

About the Author: Susan Marshali is a long-time

member of HSPA who has served in many leadership

POSitions through the years′ incIuding four γearS aS

HSPA President.



ARCHIVES NEWS

lt is the intention to keep the research library and work

areas open for researchers and to receive archivaI

donations. Construction may require an occasional

Ciosure. if pianninga visit, itw川be bestto caIi ahead.

HSPA voIunteers are working on projects to enhance

resources for researchers- eSPeCiaIiy for those who visit

Or COntaCt the Society about fam=y geneaIogy. Sharon

Gubanich has bu冊a database containing aimost 15,000

obituaries of former Phoenixv川e area residents that

Were Pu即shed in iocaI newspapers or on funeral home

Websites. Dave Smith is working to complete a database

Of a= Phoenixviiie Area SchooI Dist「ict graduates. The

PrOject started years ago by late volunteer Gene Grubbs

COntainsthe names ofgraduates backto the 1860s when

dipIomas were first awarded. Dave has been f冊ng in

gaps in the database from high schooi yearbooks added

to our co=ection. 」ennifer Bicker; the Librarian at PAHS,

has assisted with the project by Iending HSPA yearbooks

CurrentIy not in our co=ection.

HSPA continues to receive donated items to add to our

archives and photograph co=ections・ We appreciate

both Iarge and smaI看donations and have received many

in recent months too numerousto list.

WINTER FしEA MARKET

Waiting for the Doors to Open Before 8 AM

HSPA held its amuai Winter Fiea Market on Saturday,

」anuary 27. A members-Only preview saIe was heid the

night before. The fiea market was a great success raiSing

over ;6,400 for the Society. Additionally nine new

membersjoined on Friday night and severai othersjoined

on-iine in advance of the sale. The fiea market was

Chaired by Kevin Stuart with the help ofa core groupthat

PrePPed the event by heIping sort and price items. Many

OthervoIunteers helped on Friday night and on Saturday.

Altogethe購almost two hundred hours ofvolunteer time

made the winter flea market possible,

Mark your caIendar for Satu「day’」une 8th for HSRA′s

AnnuaI Strawberry Festival. Despite the renovation

PrOject which w川stili be underway, Plans are to hoid the

festivai outdoors with a旧ts features- fiea market, food,

games, and ente直ainment. Look for announcements

With detaiis in the spring.

FIea Ma「ket Bargain Hunters

PROMOT看NG HSPA

HSPA has had a busy past few months hosting or

Participating in severaI events"

-On Thursday, 」anuary 4, HSPA hosted a tour ofthe HSPA

Museum by members ofthe Kiwanis Ciub ofPhoenixv冊e.

-HSPA continues to be a memberofa conso巾um of area

historicai societies and commissions. 1n 」anuary 28, Dave

Meadows attended a meeting hosted by the Boyertown

Historicai Society. The meetings are heid to share ideas

and promote activities and projects of the member

Organizations. The consortium meets again in April.

-′′li]ke-Me-Back Tuesdays’’. Every Tuesday on Facebook,

HSPA posts Phoenixviile newspaper stories or

Photographs from 50 years ago covering sports events,

COmmunity news, PeOPle in the news, and local

advertising, Postings are researched by voIunteer 」ohn

Kathmann and posted by」oe Varady.

-On Thursday, March 7, HSPAw帥present a program at a

meeting ofthe Kiwanis Ciub ofPhoenixvilie. The program

which w冊feature the showing ofan edited video ofthe

Rapps Dam Area lbur heid in October.

-On Tuesday, March 26, 」ack E「teiI w川be the guest

speaker at a meeti=g Ofthe Women′s G「oup ofSt. 」ohn’s

しutheran Church and w川presenta Historyofthe Coionial

丁heater. -fentative pians are to present the program to

residents of Cold Stream Crossing at a future date.

-ln the spring, despite on-gOing buiIding renovations,

HSPA expects to be a stop on the Barkley Eiementa「y

Schooi ′History Walk’for fourth grade cIasses. Discussion

is currently underway on how best to host the students.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

The Society appreciates and thanks our members and

business members who have renewed their membership

Or uPgraded to a higher leveI since the last newsletter.



Since the December newsletter was pubIished, almost

forty new members havejoined the Society.

HSPA weIcomes new members: Co=een Reis, M.K.

Wrigiey, 」erry & Eveiyn Miller 」eff」ones, 」e什Royer; 」ohn

DiSabatino, Aidan Ma出s, Mary Twigg, Margaret Ann

Cornett, Armond PoIicastro, 」ohn Rugh, Lissa Lass,

しOrraine Sche=, Dina Furman,鴫batha Gordon, -1eresa

Fontenot, Stephen Biio, Gary Roen, PauI &　EIaine

Bochnak, Sabrina Wnorowski, Emiiy Wirt, A冊son V胎,

Grigory Pomadchin, 」ordan Sands, Maria Pizor; Natalie

Monte, 」oseph Waiton, Tracey McCaughey, 」ean Grosick,

」oseph Aibanese, 」し用e Cunningham, Nane龍e HoisclaW,

Suzanne W=ie & Robe直Clayton, Edwin Erkes, Nicholas &

」anet Renn, Trana Bayler Kate Sickiesteei, Donna & Bryan

Gottsha=, Bette Wagner Ryan leepie, Patrick SudoI,

Stephen Cottone, Brenda Honig, Hoiiey Haney; lrena

Strunk

Deceased: Recent months have seen the passing of HSPA

members and volunteers. Sincere condoIences are

extended to the famiIies ofCharles Henry, Nancy Pittock,

CaroI DiSabatino, 」oseph Michinock, 」oseph McGown,

Mo=y Swigart, HeIen Harrop and Peter Brown

Donations: Mary Twigg, 」ohn R=ey, Dave Smith, Edwin

Erkes, Rosemarie A=eva, Barbara Goodman, and Barbara

Witwer

Donations in Memorv of Peter Brown: 」ustine Baiash,

Miriam -fompkins, Sandy Momyel Bob & Sue Marsha=,

Germain Weaver Barbara Brown, Ed Naratii
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