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We did it!

During our Board Meeting in February, we passed a
motion to award a contract to Dolan Construction to
renovate HSPA by:
e |Installing a 6x7 Schindler Elevator for people and
artifact movement
e Adding an internal staircase to the second floor
e Adding HVAC to the entire second floor
e Installing an improved building-wide electrical
system
e Removing all risers from the sanctuary flooring
and adding flooring and walls where necessary
e Adding LED lighting (Uplighting as well as spot
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lighting)

e Keeping some of the old lighting but upgrade it
to LED

e New paint in the future museum from top to
bottom

e (Carpet the entire museum area
e |Installing a handicap accessible ramp to the side
yard entrance door
At the same meeting a motion was approved to allocate
$825,000.00 for the cost of this project. We have raised
about $713,000. The remainder of the money will be
drawn from internal reserves. We do not feel we need to

borrow any money to complete the project. This is all
thanks to you who were so gracious to donate funds,
pledges, and even items which we were able to sell. Yes,
the surpluses, mainly from the auctions, are helping to
fund this project. Keep those goodies coming and if you
find a few extra dollars, that would be appreciated as
well.

| know all those HSPA volunteers who have put so much
blood, sweat and tears for the last 46 years would be so
proud of these efforts.

We anticipate construction will start in mid-March. As |
write this the last auction is being staged in the former
sanctuary and all left-over flea market items have been
removed. We are working to find homes for the pews.
Speaking of the pews, Dave Smith has figured a way to
cut them down to 4 -5 feet in length. This will allow us to
intersperse a few pews throughout the building, without
taking up 11 feet of space. This will honor the carvings
on the ends of the pews as well as the legacy of Central
Lutheran Church. If you would like one give me a call. We
must have the entire area empty for construction to
start!




This also means the museum must be packed up, stored
and cases moved to the current majolica room. The
museum will be closed by the time you receive this
newsletter. If you stop by on a Wednesday or Friday,
come in by the double doors near Phoenixville Federal
parking lot. The 204 Church Street doors will be the
construction entrance. We will have directional signage.
We hope to have a grand reopening by late fall or early
winter!

Don’t worry the Strawberry Festival, set for June 8", will
only see minor disruptions. The largest change will be
that the flea market will be in a second tent near the rear
of the lot. We will still use the restrooms but the
remainder of the upstairs will be closed.

Finally, Dave Meadows is finishing a grant application for
Phase 2. This would include an ADA restroom on the
second level as well as an entrance through the old organ
room to make access to the ramp easier. This is a
matching funds grant, for just over $100k.

Again, many thanks for all your donations and support!

John Keenan

ONLINE AUCTION

AUCTION REPORT

HSPA continues to benefit greatly from our on-line
MaxSold Auctions. The most recent auctions have
brought in over $3,000 each. Since the start of HSPA’s
fiscal year in September, the auctions have generated
over $15,000 to the Society. Auctions are expected to
continue during the closure for renovations.

VOLUNTEER REPORT

HSPA is an all-volunteer organization. Paul Kusko, our
volunteer coordinator, reports that from December
through January, HSPA volunteers have contributed
almost 1600 hours of their time and over 4,000 hours
since the start of our fiscal year in September. The hours
donated represents the equivalent about $127,000 in
donated services.
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LIBRARY & MUSEUM

THE HSPA MUSEUM IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE DUE TO RENOVATIONS.

THE HSPA LIBRARY IS OPEN ON WEDNESDAYS AND
FRIDAYS, 9 A.M. TO 3 P.M.
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THE BATTLE TO MAKE
PHOENIXVILLE A BOROUGH

by
Susan Marshall

Editor’s Note: This article was originally published in the
March 2014 issue of the HSPA Newsletter. We reprint it
in celebration of the 175th anniversary of the Borough
of Phoenixville’s incorporation, March 6, 2024.

Early in the 19" century the Schuylkill Navigation canal
system and later the Reading and Philadelphia Railroad
enabled the growth of manufacturing along the river by
transporting coal and other materials to ports along the
Schuylkill. The village of Phoenixville, at the confluence
of the French Creek and the Schuylkill River was one of
many towns that benefited from these transportation
improvements. By 1847 Phoenixville was a booming
place. The growth of manufacturing attracted new
residents who worked at the several businesses that had
grown along the French Creek and Schuylkill River.
Reeves, Buck & Co., manufacturer of nails and iron
products, was by far the largest industry in the Village.
There were in addition a cotton mill, five bottling mills
and numerous smaller enterprises.

The population in 1840 was 809. By 1846 the population
had risen to 1,683, growing to 3,337 in 1848. Two
hundred buildings were erected during the same two-
year period. Phoenixville at that time was part of
Schuylkill Township, a mostly rural area. But, with the
increased population concentrated in the village of
Phoenixville there was a greater need for community
services. Among the concerns were the condition of the
streets - muddy and impassable during certain times of

the year; the need for a central market - to eliminate the
house-to-house hawking of food at high prices and low
quality; overcrowding in the schools; drinking and
gambling; inability to arrest and hold criminals for trial -
they simply hopped the next train out of town;
unregulated building; and animals running loose.

On October 1, 1847, the citizens of Phoenixville met at
Temperance Hall to consider incorporation of the village.
An incorporated municipality is the focus of
governmental legitimacy on the local level. Boroughs are
given powers and the right to use those powers to restrict
individual rights for the good of society at large. Providing
important community services which are unsuited to
private enterprise, boroughs have traditionally been
heavily involved in maintenance of streets as well as
having responsibility for public safety, including police,
firefighting and emergency management. Boroughs
often provide water, sewer and refuse collection services.
A municipality can influence aesthetic factors and
amenities which contribute much to the quality of life.
This can be done by removal of nuisances, control of
noxious activities, building regulation, control of
development through zoning, animal control and other

regulatory activities.

INCORPORANION
JMEHTING?

The Votable Inhiabitants of Phenix-
ville, whe are friendly (o petition-

. ing the Legislature for an

Act of Borough Incorporation,

ot the 'l'clpu:o:n Hall on “I:BIDAY evening at 6} o'clock,

INCORPORATION MEETS OPPOSITION

Conditions in Phoenixville in 1847 warranted
incorporation. However, at the October 1st meeting it
soon became apparent that there was prominent
opposition to it. Stakeholders in the firm of Reeves, Buck
& Co. believed that incorporation meant additional
expense without benefit to their bottom line. These
industrial leaders rallied their employees, other
manufacturers, and farmers in a protest against
incorporation. It was first proposed that only the south
side of French Creek be incorporated. That would exempt
the manufacturing businesses north of the creek from
participating in paying taxes and other municipal
responsibilities. That proposal was ‘negatived”.




Robert S. Buck of Reeves, Buck & Co.

The general borough law enacted in 1834 authorized
county courts to incorporate boroughs upon petition of
the citizens of a town. However, because the
‘incorporationists’ and their opposition “were unable to
effect any arrangement by which a test vote of the
inhabitants could be obtained”, the incorporationists
drafted a bill for incorporation and forwarded it to
Harrisburg for a special act of the legislature. Three
hundred ninety signatures were collected on a petition in
favor of Incorporation. At the same time petitions of
Remonstrance were circulated for signature by the
opposition.

Remonstrance petitions, which are documents formally
stating points for opposition, were circulated and signed
by 432 freeholders and citizens. As opposition evolved
and grew, the reasons for continuing without
incorporation were that: it was unfair to those to whom
the burden of taxation must fall; it increased taxation on
property holders of lesser means; the markets in the
town were as good as any others in Pennsylvania; there
was no licensed tavern where liquor was sold; there was
no need for better policing than what already existed;
“Legislative interference” could not promote the
happiness and prosperity of the citizens; incorporation
would result in an increase in cost of living, rent and
taxation; Phoenixville would be forced to build new
schools and hire new teachers; farms within the borough
would have borough taxation imposed on them; and
some farmers would be separated from their places of
election which would diminish their influence.
PASSIONATE POLITICS

Many of Phoenixville’s prominent citizens were active in
the fight to become a borough. A collection of documents

from Dr. Isaac A. Pennypacker exists in the collection at
Phoenixville’s Historical Society. Dr. Pennypacker, a local
physician, drafted the bill for a charter which was
presented to the Legislature of Pennsylvania. Letters
written in fading script bring the events of the day to life.

Emotions in Phoenixville ran high. On February 18th,
1848, the bill was called up before the State Senate
unexpectedly without notice and was defeated. In a
letter to Dr. Pennypacker the next day from William
Williamson (Speaker of the Senate of Pennsylvania,
Chester County) we learn that “I presume it was called up
by the enemies of your bill. They had counsel from the
City specifically to oppose its passage — and which no
doubt effected (sic) the object.” Interestingly, one of the
‘enemies’ of Dr. Pennypacker’s bill was his own brother-
in-law, Dr. Samuel A. Whitaker.
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Opposition Petition

The brother of Dr. Pennypacker's wife, Samuel A.
Whitaker, with Robert C. Nichols and Robert S. Buck,
were owners of the Reeves, Buck & Co. Dr. Pennypacker’s
correspondence is silent on his feelings about Dr.
Whitaker’s opposition. No correspondence or mention of
the relationship is indicated throughout the documents,
and no mention is made by Samuel Whitaker
Pennypacker (Dr. Pennypacker’s son as well as Samuel A.




Whitaker’s nephew) in his book ‘Annals of Phoenixville
and its Vicinity’”.

Dr. Isaac Pennypacker

Correspondence over the weeks following the bill’s
defeat reveals some interesting perspectives. On
February 22, 1848, A. Henry Smith writes from the
Senate Chamber “As many of my constituents had
written to me and urged me to vote against the bill, | did
not think | ought to offend them as an affirmative vote
would not have saved the bill. | think it right to make this
explanation as your effort must in the end
unquestionably succeed.”

On February 28th a letter from William Williamson, who

voted in favor of the bill, expressed concern over a letter
he received criticizing the outcome of the vote. An
unnamed person from Phoenixville had sent him the
following:
“There are few of the number who signed the petitions
that care a straw whether the place is incorporated or
not, and would have rested perfectly satisfied and easy
in their minds after the vote in the Senate on Friday of
last week if the leaders of their party had not charged
you (me) with treachery and the Senate with being
influenced by the wealth of Reeves, Buck & Co. A few
days previous to the vote upon the bill the
corporationists openly asserted that they had your
promise to secure its passage and that your influence
and interest was certain in their favor. And after the
news was received here of the defeat of the bill, they
charged that you have deceived them and used
underhanded means to secure that result and then had
voted in its favor merely for effect, after you knew your
vote could not change the result, and that the
consequence to yourself would be political damnation
so far as they could inflict it.”

Mr. Williamson, speaker of the Senate, was incensed
that the writer accused members of the Senate of

‘bribery’ and asked Dr. Pennypacker if “such charges were
in fact ‘openly asserted’ by the friends of the bill”. Dr.
Pennypacker’s response is not known but a follow up
letter in which Mr. Williamson declines to name the
individual who penned the offending letter states that
“Your letter has in some measure answered the
question.”

A letter from Robert S Buck, the ‘Buck’ of Reeves, Buck
& Co, to Dr. Pennypacker complains that “Upon my return
this day | have rec’d a letter from (name unreadable)
dated Senate Chambers Feb 23, 1848. Mrs. Buck has
informed me said letter was handed to her by you
accompanied by Mr. Fry to witness the delivery and
receipt of said letter. Mrs. Buck receives my letters when
left at my house during my absences and this is the first
time any person has so far doubted Mrs. Buck’s integrity
as to take a gentleman to my house to witness the
delivery and receipt by Mrs. Buck of letters directed to
me.” There is no documentation of a response from Dr.
Pennypacker.

The furor must have quieted in the months following.
The correspondence in Dr. Pennypacker’s records shows
nothing until January 1849. In June, 1848 the Nail Factory
belonging to Buck, Reeves & Co. burned down. Perhaps
the loss distracted the major players from the politics of
incorporation. The factory was not rebuilt. Nail
manufacturing was not resumed hence a drop in 1850
census caused by workmen leaving to find work
elsewhere. However, the iron industry was here to stay.

‘INCORPORATIONISTS” WIN
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‘An Act to erect Phoenixville in Chester County into a
borough” was read into the file on January 24, 1849 of
Pennsylvania House of Representatives. Representatives
of both factions visited Harrisburg to lobby for their
positions. Finally on March 6, 1849, the bill became law,
and the Borough of Phoenixville was born.



First Borough Seal Impression

“At the election for borough officers, held April 13th,
1849, Isaac A. Pennypacker was elected burgess by a vote
of 225 against his brother-in-law and opponent, Samuel
A. Whitaker, who received 156.”

The new borough council consisting of Dr. Isaac A.
Pennypacker, Burgess, and seven other members wasted
no time addressing problems that plagued the
community. On May 19, 1849, the following ordinances
were passed:

e To establish and confirm a survey of the Borough
of Phoenixville, including the boundaries and
limits; and the roads, streets, alleys, &c.; to
adjust corner stones and marks; to have a draft
or plot taken of said Town and for other purposes

e Tograde and level Bridge Street, Main Street
and several of the principal streets

e To levy the borough tax of the Borough of
Phoenixville for the year 1849

e Concerning new and old building permits

e Concerning nuisances &c.

e To suppress the keeping of tippling houses,
and all disorderly houses, gambling, &c.

e Concerning intoxication

e Concerning bathing, swimming and indecent
exposure

e Concerning exhibitions

Later in 1849 additional ordinances were passed:

e Concerning swine and hog stys (sic)

e Concerning the Sabbath

e Prohibiting the exhibition of f)lays, shows &c
within the Borough of Phoenixville and
providing for Licensing the same

e Concerning Dogs. Whereas, rabid dogs have
recently passed through the vicinity, and
have bitten and infected many dogs, pigs,
&c.

GOOD ADVICE

It was inevitable that the Village of Phoenixville would
incorporate, but the battle was hard-fought and
relationships were damaged. Wise counsel was sent to
Dr. Pennypacker from H. Jones Brooke, the Attorney who
represented the ‘Incorporationists’ in Harrisburg. “I have
no doubt you will all harmonize and act in concert in
organizing your municipal government. This is the duty of
all who are interested in the welfare of the whole village.
Be very careful and permit no personal or sectional
feeling to operate on your minds. For yourself, you can
afford to be magnanimous. You have gained all and it is
your duty to hide all feelings of exultation. Much depends
on your course and bearing.”

Following the successful incorporation of the borough,
Dr. Isaac A. Pennypacker was elected as Phoenixville’s
first Burgess. He served two additional terms as burgess
in 1851 and 1853. In 1854 he accepted a position at the
College of Medicine in Philadelphia and moved his family
to the city. In February of 1856 he contracted typhoid
fever and died at the age of 44.

Dr. Samuel A. Whitaker served as a member of borough
council in 1850 and 1852. Notably they were years when
Dr. Pennypacker was not Burgess. He died in 1868. In
1855, not long after borough incorporation, the Reeves,
Buck & Co. was incorporated as the Phoenix Iron
Company by an act of the state legislature.

Sources:

-Pennsylvania Governor’s Center for Local government
Services: Borough Mayor’s Manual

-Bayard Taylor’s Pioneer. Documented in the ‘Original
Papers relating to the Incorporation of the Borough of
Phoenixville, PA

-Historical Souvenir Book of Homecoming Celebration
1910

-Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker, “Annals of Phoenixville
and its Vicinity”, 1872

-Clegg, Miriam: “Phoenixville’s Noted Politician Samuel
Whitaker Pennypacker 1843 - 1916”, 1966

-Isaac A. Pennypacker, “Original Papers relating to the
Incorporation of the Borough of Phoenixville, PA”, (March
6, 1849)

About the Author: Susan Marshall is a long-time
member of HSPA who has served in many leadership
positions through the years, including four years as
HSPA President.




ARCHIVES NEWS

It is the intention to keep the research library and work
areas open for researchers and to receive archival
donations. Construction may require an occasional
closure. If planning a visit, it will be best to call ahead.

HSPA volunteers are working on projects to enhance
resources for researchers- especially for those who visit
or contact the Society about family genealogy. Sharon
Gubanich has built a database containing almost 15,000
obituaries of former Phoenixville area residents that
were published in local newspapers or on funeral home
websites. Dave Smith is working to complete a database
of all Phoenixville Area School District graduates. The
project started years ago by late volunteer Gene Grubbs
contains the names of graduates back to the 1860s when
diplomas were first awarded. Dave has been filling in
gaps in the database from high school yearbooks added
to our collection. Jennifer Bicker, the Librarian at PAHS,
has assisted with the project by lending HSPA yearbooks
currently not in our collection.

HSPA continues to receive donated items to add to our
archives and photograph collections. We appreciate
both large and small donations and have received many
in recent months too numerous to list.

WINTER FLEA MARKET

Waiting for the Doors to Open Before 8 AM

HSPA held its annual Winter Flea Market on Saturday,
January 27. A members-only preview sale was held the
night before. The flea market was a great success raising
over $6,400 for the Society. Additionally, nine new
members joined on Friday night and several others joined
on-line in advance of the sale. The flea market was
chaired by Kevin Stuart with the help of a core group that
prepped the event by helping sort and price items. Many
other volunteers helped on Friday night and on Saturday.
Altogether, almost two hundred hours of volunteer time
made the winter flea market possible.

Mark your calendar for Saturday, June 8" for HSPA’s
Annual Strawberry Festival. Despite the renovation
project which will still be underway, plans are to hold the

festival outdoors with all its features- flea market, food,
games, and entertainment. Look for announcements
with details in the spring.

Flea Market Bargain Hunters

PROMOTING HSPA

HSPA has had a busy past few months hosting or
participating in several events.
-On Thursday, January 4, HSPA hosted a tour of the HSPA
Museum by members of the Kiwanis Club of Phoenixville.
-HSPA continues to be a member of a consortium of area
historical societies and commissions. In January 28, Dave
Meadows attended a meeting hosted by the Boyertown
Historical Society. The meetings are held to share ideas
and promote activities and projects of the member
organizations. The consortium meets again in April.
-“Take-Me-Back Tuesdays”. Every Tuesday on Facebook,
HSPA  posts Phoenixville newspaper stories or
photographs from 50 years ago covering sports events,
community news, people in the news, and local
advertising. Postings are researched by volunteer John
Kathmann and posted by Joe Varady.
-On Thursday, March 7, HSPA will present a program at a
meeting of the Kiwanis Club of Phoenixville. The program
which will feature the showing of an edited video of the
Rapps Dam Area Tour held in October.
-On Tuesday, March 26, Jack Ertell will be the guest
speaker at a meeting of the Women’s Group of St. John’s
Lutheran Church and will present a History of the Colonial
Theater. Tentative plans are to present the program to
residents of Cold Stream Crossing at a future date.
-In the spring, despite on-going building renovations,
HSPA expects to be a stop on the Barkley Elementary
School ‘History Walk’ for fourth grade classes. Discussion
is currently underway on how best to host the students.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
The Society appreciates and thanks our members and
business members who have renewed their membership
or upgraded to a higher level since the last newsletter.



Since the December newsletter was published, almost
forty new members have joined the Society.

HSPA welcomes new members: Colleen Reis, M.K.
Wrigley, Jerry & Evelyn Miller, Jeff Jones, Jeff Royer, John
DiSabatino, Aidan Mattis, Mary Twigg, Margaret Ann
Cornett, Armond Policastro, John Rugh, Lissa Lass,
Lorraine Schell, Dina Furman, Tabatha Gordon, Teresa
Fontenot, Stephen Bilo, Gary Roen, Paul & Elaine
Bochnak, Sabrina Wnorowski, Emily Wirt, Allison Vila,
Grigory Pomadchin, Jordan Sands, Maria Pizor, Natalie
Monte, Joseph Walton, Tracey McCaughey, Jean Grosick,
Joseph Albanese, Julie Cunningham, Nanette Holsclaw,
Suzanne Wille & Robert Clayton, Edwin Erkes, Nicholas &
Janet Renn, Trana Bayler, Kate Sicklesteel, Donna & Bryan
Gottshall, Bette Wagner, Ryan Teeple, Patrick Sudol,
Stephen Cottone, Brenda Honig, Holley Haney, Irena
Strunk

Deceased: Recent months have seen the passing of HSPA
members and volunteers. Sincere condolences are
extended to the families of Charles Henry, Nancy Pittock,
Carol DiSabatino, Joseph Michinock, Joseph McGown,
Molly Swigart, Helen Harrop and Peter Brown
Donations: Mary Twigg, John Riley, Dave Smith, Edwin
Erkes, Rosemarie Alleva, Barbara Goodman, and Barbara
Witwer

Donations In Memory of Peter Brown: Justine Balash,
Miriam Tompkins, Sandy Momyer, Bob & Sue Marshall,
Germain Weaver, Barbara Brown, Ed Naratil

The Historical Society of the Phoenixville area is a non-profit
corporation organized exclusively for charitable purposes
within the meaning of Section 501 ¢ 3 of the U.S. internal
Revenue Code of 1954 as omended. All contributions are tax
deductible,

Have You Remembered

To Renew Your Membership?

If your mailing label is highlighted, it
means you've not responded to our
renewal notice and this will be your last
issue.

Of course, it could be our mistake- if so,
|| please contact us.

Thanks!
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