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Our Winter FIea Market can be described by one

WOrd: AMAZiNG! This was the first in-PerSOn flea

market we were able to hoId since 」anuary 2020, The

CuStOmerS Were ready and w冊ng to spend! TotaI

income is about ;6,800.00. Our largest members-Only

PreView saie ever brought in about ;2000.00　Better

yet, 10 new membersjoined that evening and 2 inactive

rejoined, SpeciaI thanks go out to Kevin Stuart and his

team, Who spent countIess hours Iogging, aCquiring,

Pricing, and organizing the enormous number ofitems,

ln even more exciting news, Our neW Website w川be

launching sometime in mid-February! Watch your ema=

for information about its 「eIease. The new website w川

be a tremendous upgrade to our current website. 1t w川

have a modern look with drop-down menus which wi=

make it easierto expIore. In addition, it wiiI aiso inciude

a way to invoIve the community in our Capitai

Campaign, With an option to make electronic donations

directiyto the fund from the website.

Speaking ofthe Capitai Campaign, l am happy to report

that we are making great progress. To date we have

received about $472,000,00 in cash and pledges. The

largest pIedge was received from the estate of Dr.

DonaId Harrop. The status of his donation has moved

from pIedge to cash. We are very gratefuI that Dr.

Harrop chose to incIude HSPA in his estate planning.

Piease consider adding HSPA to yourしast Wi= and

Testament just as Dr. Harrop did. The committee has

decided that construction wi= not start unt= October at

the earliest, Since two grants we have appiied for wiIi

not be awarded if the work is started before mid-

September. With that said, Planning has already begun

for the annuai Strawberry FestivaI on 」une lO.

Remember, We are Planning a special MaxSoId auction

in March, an Executive Saie/Auction, With proceeds

going directiy to the CapitaI Campaign. Drop off or ca=

me for a pick-uP Of items for this auction!

I continue to be so thankfuI for the many voIunteers

Who continue to give hours of their time to contribute

to the success ofour Society.

」ohn Keenan, HSPA President

MARCH QUARTERLY M旺TING

The March Qua巾erIy Meeting w冊　be heid on

Wednesday, March 15 at 7:30 PM at the First United

Methodist Church. HSPA Board Member Ginger Mu「phy

W川host a speciaI program ′′Enterprising Entrepreneurs:

A Ceiebration of Phoenixv川e Women in Business!’’

Remember buying newspapers and magazines at

Seacrist’s? How about going to take a lesson at

」aworski’s Music? Maybe you were lucky to eat a

delicious sIice of sweet potato pie from Do=y Dish? Or

POSSibiy as a kid you rode your bike to Hirsch’s Market

to get candy a債er schooi?

A=　of these beioved Phoenixv川e businesses have

SOmething in common- they were aII started by women!

HSPA is ceIebrating Women’s History Month by inviting

famiiy members, Ciose associates, and in one case the

business owner herseIf to share memories, StOries, and



photos from ou「 rich history of sma= business in

Phoenixv川e.

The program wi= fo=ow a brief business meeting led by

P「esident 」ohn Keenan. Both HSPA members and the

generaI pu帥c are weIcome to attend this free event.

The church is iocated at 865 S. Main Street (Rt. 29). The

church is handicapped accessible and has ampie

parking.しight refreshments w川be provided・

鞘
HSPA ADDS A MONTHしY SUNDAY OP削ING

眺GINNING MARCH 12th′ T書幅HSPA MuSEuM ANDし旧RA京Y

WiししBE OPEN ON THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EV靴Y MONTH

FROM l-4 PM FOR MuSEUM TOURS OR FORTHOSE

WISHING TO CONDUC「 RESEARCH,

WINTER FしEA MARKET

Eager Shoppersしine Up at 7:30

HSPA′s Winter FIea Market 「eturned on Saturday,

January 28th誼er a covid imposed two-year hiatus. The

flea market, Visited by hundreds of eager buyers′ raised

over ;6,700 in suppo巾Of the Society. People lined up

aiong the sidewalk a「ound 7 AM to await the doors

opening at 8 AM. Chaired by Kevin Stua巾the f看ea

market featured thousands of items for saie on the

uppe「 level of the HSPA Bu皿ng and a special jewetry

sale on the lower level. Fifty-Six HSPA volunteers heIped

conduct the flea market. The saIe aIso saw ten new

membe「sjoin HSPA atthe fIea market!
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LiBRARY a MUSEUM HOURS

THE HSPA MUSEUM AND LIBRARY ARE OPEN ON

WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS, 9 AM to 3 PM.

THE MUSEUM IS OPEN ON `FIRST FRiDAY§,’6:30 TO 9

PM. OTH駅　TIME§　CAN BE ARRANGED BY

APPOINTMENT.

The Society continues to follow recommended■

practices of the State of PennsyIvania and the CDC.

Safety and health protocois are reviewed monthiy・



James Douglas, Industrial Pioneer

His Phoenixville Connection

By

」.R.たれe=

This is the story of 」ames S. DougIas, 」r. whose eight-

year residence in PhoenixvⅢe had a major impact on

the development of the copper industry in the United

States.

1ntroduction

By the mid-19th century, mIn-ng WaS an important pa直

Of this region’s economy. Mines were located near

Phoenixvi=e in the surrounding townships and across

the SchuyIk川　River, along the Perkiomen Creek in

Montgomery County. The most prominent figure in

locaI mining was Charies M. Wheatley, a mining

engineerwho came to Phoenixvi=e in 1849 atthe age of

twenty-SeVen. He came to Phoenixv川e from mining

OPerations in Comecticut that were owned by a group

Of New York investors with whom he partnered.
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WheatIey and five New York business associates formed

the Chemical Copper Company and established a

Smeiter in the New York City area.

Charies M. Wheatley

Coming to Phoenixv紺e, Wheatley initia=y became

invoived in copper mines Iocated in Shannonsvi=e (now

Audubon), With the ore being sent to New York for

PrOCeSSing, Over the next twenty-five years, WheatIey
WaS invoived in severai mining operations on both sides

Of the SchuyIk冊River. The mines produced lead, Zinc,

COPPer, and some siIver, and empioyed about two

hundred f椙y workers, many Of whom we「e immigrants

from Comwa=, England.



By the Iate 1850s, Wheatiey was married and living at

the ′Kno=′, a large tract that ran from the Schuy看剛

River to Pothouse Road and was bordered on the east

by Whitehorse Road and on the west by Ma=aVOn and

south Main streets. A large seam of copper ore was

discovered on the property, Cal獲ed the Morris Mine

after the ′Kno=′s earIy 19th century owners. wheatIey

became prosperous with his many endeavors and

became an important community leader in Phoenixv川e.

In 1872, CharIes Wheatiey formed a partnership with

」ames Harvey, the Wheatley & Harvey Schuylk川Copper

Works, and bu冊a smeIter along the Schuyi剛River

about a haif miIe below the Reading Railroad Station to

process copper ore" Harvey left after a year and the

SchuyIk紺Copper Works became soiely directed by

Wheatley. The fac冊y had early success producing

quality copper which he soid to the government for

coinage. Howeve「, the fac冊y′ made up of mostly

wooden bu冊ngs, WaS devastated by fire within two

years・ The Chemical Copper Company of New York

decided in 1874 to erect a second refinery to be Iocated

in PhoenixviIIe on Iand adjacent to the Wheatiey’s

smelter. The company in Phoenixv川e wasto be funded

by stock vaIued at ;10O,000, aIthough there are no

surviving records indicating the actuai amount of capita獲

raised. A partner of the New York company′ Wheatley

became the president of the new copper p「OCeSSing

fac冊Y○

○ames Douglas and PhoenixvilIe

ln 1875, Dr. 」ames S. DougIas came to Phoenixv川e to

serve as superintendent of the new refinery. He

accepted shares of stock as pa面al payment for his

services・ Douglas would become a significant figure in

the development and growth of the copper industry in

the United States. Bom into a prominent famiIy in

Quebec, Canada, Dougias had a fascinating fam時and

educationai background. His father, also 」ames Douglas′

was born in Scotland and was educated as a medical

doctor at Edinburgh University. He emigrated to the

United States and then to Canada se珊ng in Quebec

City. He heIped esta帥sh hospitals including one that

specialized in mental health and had a fascination with

chemistry and many other interests inciuding mining in

which he invested heaviIy. A voracious reader and
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traveIer, he and his famiIy had visited many countries

including several trips to Egypt where he was among

the first to photograph the pyramids. 1n Egypt′ he

purchased mummies′ a 19th centu「y fascination′ Which

he took aIong to wherever the DougIas famfty lived,

inciuding Phoenixv川e・

」amesS. Douglaswas bom in 1837 in Quebec, Canada・

He was educated in both Canada and Edinburgh,

ScotIand. His education took many turns-　from

=terature to medicine and theoiogy, eVentua=y hoIding

degrees in both medicine and theoIogy. Never ordained

as a presbyterian minister, he returned to Canada a=d

pursued a number of d冊erent occupations. UItimateIy′

his attention was drawn to chemistry, and he taught for

a few years at Morrin Co=ege in Quebec. He became

pa面culariy interested in expioring new methodoiogies

in refining metaIs, eSPeCia=y copper. Working with

Professor Thomas Ste「ry Hunt of Lavai University in

Quebec, he did pioneer work in the use of eiectrolysis

(separating pa巾cies by electric current) in refining

coppe「 ore・ The Hunt-Douglas Process was patented as

new technoIogy for copper‘refining and DougIas gained

recognition through his w「itings in scientific joumals on

his research.

Dr, 」ames S. DougIas

(1837-1918)

Douglas′s father had invested heavily in mining

inc-udi=g mOrtgaging the famiIy home. By the early

1870s, the fam時bordered on bankruptcy, eVentua=y

Iosing their famiIy home・ ln 187与′ Dr. 」ames S. Douglas′

his wife and five ch冊ren, and his now eighty-year-Oid

widowed father, along with four servants and the fam時

′mummy co=ection′ came to Phoenixv紺e. Douglas had

been offered a job by Charles Wheatiey as



SuPerintendent of the Chemical Copper Company’s

Phoenixv川e refinery,

The Douglasfamiiy moved into a large stone house on

Cotton Row, a Sma= street near Ra冊oad St「eet on the

north side of French Creek above the Phoenix Iron

Company. The eccentric senior DougIas reputedly would

Piace the mummies on the family front porch to ward

O什potentiai burgiars. According to one Phoenixvi=e

anecdote, SOme neighbors thought the mummies were

Dougias family ancestors. [Note: Named for the early

COttOn m川iocated nearby, the street and house no

Ionger exist. 1t fe=　victim to the bu胴ing of the

PemsyIvania Ra冊oad line out of Phoenixv川e that

C「OSSeS the Schuylkill.]

in the westem hemisphere. While in Phoenixvi=e,

Douglas wrote extensiveIy for scientific and professional

Pubiications to suppiement his modest income. His

Writings brought him prominence and contact with

many impo直ant people in metaIs 「efining,

The Chemicai Copper Works in PhoenixviIle empIoyed、

about thirty workers. With Wheatiey as President and

Dougias as generaI Superintendent the company was

initia=y successful. However, the company was often

underfunded by its New York partners and had d櫛cuIty

SeCuring adequate copper ore at a cost which would

a=ow the company to be profitabIe. The copper seams

found in the area were considerabiy sma=erthan those

discovered in other parts of the country, eSPeCiaIly the

WeStern StateS. Copper ore was shipped to the easte「n

Part Of the United States where most refineries were

located, raising costs. Compounding the company’s

economic struggIes, in 1880 a fire destroyed much of

the facility. A second fire destroyed the rebuilt piant,

Ieaving the company heaviiy in debt with inadequate

insurance for rebu冊ing.

Company Failure

Wheatley’s health deciined and he died in 1882. The

Chemicai Copper Company o冊ciaIiy ended in 1883.

Wheatiey’s obituary cited his many honors received and

COntributions to the community, In 1882, Dougias

1878 Drawing of the Chemicai Copper Works in Phoenixvi=e

Douglas used his time in Phoenixv川e to continue to

experiment and improve upon the Hunt Dougias

Process. 1n 1879, the process was applied to processing

COPPer Ore at the Copper ChemicaI Company.

PhoenixviI獲e became the site of the first practicai

COmmerCial app看ication of electrolytic refining of coppe「

与

began looking elsewhere for empioyment. He had

become acquainted with W冊am Pheips and 」ames

Dodge who were copper brokers deaiing with western

mines in Arizona and northern Mexico. With the

Struggles of the Chemical Copper Company in

Phoenixv川e, Douglas and his famiIy left for Arizona to

WOrk for PheIps and Dodge.



しater Life

Dr. 」ames S. DougIas wouId piay a p「ominent role in

the expansion of copper mining and p「ocessing in

Arizona, aS WOuld his sons 」ames Stua直Dougias and

Waiter Douglas. Phelps and Dodge formed Pheips,

Dodge and Company, COmmOniy known known as

PheipsDodge, Sh圃ng from being copper brokers to the

PurChase of copper mines and bu皿ng processing

fac冊ies near their mines. The company grew rapidly

purchasing 「a冊oadsto linktheir mining operations, and

coai fields to fuei their ra冊oads. 」ames DougIas

PrOSPered through his a怖iiations with PheipsDodge and

took on leadership roIes with many industry-reIated

PrOfessionaI organizations. For PheIpsDodge, he wouid

Serve aS P「eSident ofthree ofthei「 mining companies・

Arizona, ′the Grand Canyon State’, also has been

calied the ′copper State.’Arizona would eventua=y

PrOduce aimost 70% ofthe copper in the United States

and PhelpsDodge wouid become one of the iargest

COPPerCOmPanies in the worId. In 2007, it was acquired

by an internationaI congiomerate for ;25.9 b冊on. A

Sma=　city in southeast Arizona along the Mexican

bordertoday bears the name of DougIas.

The Douglas MedaI

Awarded for Achievement in Non-Ferrous MetaIIurgy

Dr. 」ames S. DougIas spent onIy eight years in

Phoenixv川e, yet his time here was critica=n the

deveiopment of a refining process that wouid help

revolutionize an industry. Dougias wouId lead an active

life through his business activities, his membership in

many professionaI organizations, and his generosity to

many phiianthropic causes untii his death at eighty-One

in 1918, The famiiy mummy coIIection was donated to

the MetropoIitan Museum in New York City. Considered

a patriarch of the copper industry, he received many

honors in his Iifetime.　Since 1922, the American

institute of Mining, Meta=urgy and Petroleum Engineers

have annuaIiy awarded the 」ames S. Dougias Gold

MedaI, named in his honor.

Special Note:

At this writing, tWO SCholars and members of the U・S・

Mining Museum, W冊am W. Cuiver, and Ph冊p Mackey,
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are researching Dougias’time in Phoenixv川e with the

goal of having a Pennsyivania State Historicai Marke「

erected in Phoenixvi=e recognizing his accompiishments

and the role his time in Phoenixviiie piayed in the

deveiopment of the copper industry.

Sources:

HSPA′s Fiies-　Businesses, Mining, Geneaiogy, Daily

Republican Newspaper (on microfilm,)

」ames DougIas: A Memoir (DougIas Papers, ∪・ Of

Arizona)
′The First Electrolytic Copper Refinery in the USA at the

Chemicai Copper Co. Phoenixv川e, PA-History Revisited’

by W.W・ Cuiver′ P・」・ Mackey′ B. Wesstrom and A・E.

Wraith

intemet Sources- The Dougias Archives (UK), American

institute of Mining

MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES NEWS

A New exhibit, ′′Recent Donations to HSPA’’, reCentIy

opened. The exhibit features a wide va「iety of a巾facts′

documents and photographs donated to the Socjety’s

archives over the past several months. Among the

a面facts on dispiay is a rare moId ofa Gr肺en, Smith and

H川Majoiica dish donated by」oseph H" McGown,」r・ and

his wife Betty. Mr. McGown’s great-grandfather NeIson

W. Howe= was a potter at Gr肝en, Smith & Hi旧n the

1880s. 1n addition to the new exhibit, the exhibit of

Cornett A面facts, located in the back po面on of the

Ciegg Room, COntinues through the winter months.

New exhibits for later in the spring are in the pIanning

StageS

Acquisitions and Donations

HSPA appreciates a= donations′ both large and sma=・

Among recent notabie donations:

ーMember Francis Puieo has donated severa=tems from

the VaIe-Rio Diner. 1ncluded was a large collection of



Photographs of the diner’s cIosing and its removal,

StOre mugS, and a side paneI from the building.

-Ken Buckwaiter donated a copy ofthe 1999 Borough of

Phoenixv掴e Strategic PIan○

○Business Member Phoenix FederaI Bank donated their

iatest souvenir tiIe- Whitestone Mansion.
-Member Richard Lusch donated three noveis written

by iocaI author DoIores (Scaringi) Butier

-Member 」im Brazel donated a copy of his Temple

University Master’s Degree Thesis on the economic

history of the Schuy博= Navigation Company and the

Schuylk川CanaI.

1959 Phoenixv川e vs. Conshohocken

-Members Sharon and LarrY Gubanich donated

Phoenixvi=e Area High SchooI Yearbooks, Footba=

PrOgramS and a large photograph of the 1939 Tr主

Boroughs Footba= Team.

-Member Dave Smith donated a miniature oiI painting

by Grace Yama= of Washington′s Headquarters at

Va=ey Forge.

lnterior of the Open Hearth帥Iding, C,1988

-An unident描ed women waIked into the museum a few

Weeks ago and left five 1988 photographs of Phoenix

Steei.

PROMOTiNG HSPA
-A new and improved HSPA Webpage is coming soon.

Working w軸2Twin Designs in Kimberton, the Society

Wi= be unve航g a more vibrant and interactive website.

Ou「 web address′ WWW.hspa-Pa"Org, W用not change

When our enhanced website is insta=ed and launched.
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ーIn recent months, HSPA has responded to a wide

Variety of requests via intemet and teiephone seeking

information about various aspects of Phoenixv紺e

history　-　PeOPIe, businesses, and organizations.

Inquiries have requested information on Whitehorse

Farm, lighthouses built by the Phoenix lron Company,

ra冊oads, bridges, family geneaIogy, history of houses,

and many more.

一丁he recent issue of MaxsoId Magazine, 77]e C。I/er,

featured a three-Page a由cle on HSPA′s fundraising

SuCCeSS utiIizing MaxSoId Auctions. The a面cie featured

an interview with President 」ohn Keenan aiong with

Photographs of the HSPA bu脚ng and some of our

auction team at work. Copies ofthe articIe are availabie

at HSPA.

-」ack　帥eil gave a presentation on　′′A History of

Phoenixviiie’s schooIs’’to the Phoenixv紺e Chapter of

the Business and Professional Women (BPW) on

」anuary 23. He aIso did presentations on ′′The Ethnic

History of Phoenixvi=e’’to the Women’s Group (WELCA〉

OfSt・ 」ohn’s Lutheran Church on February 28 and tothe

Phoenixv冊e Chapter of AARP on March l. A program

for Atria Woodbridge on ′′The Early History of the

Phoenixvi=e Area’’was postponed from 」anuary and w紺

be rescheduIed for later in the spring.

侮鮪!
、　　　　　　‾ ‾‾‾‾二

The Society appreciates and thanks our members and

business members who have renewed their

membership or upgraded to a higher ieveI since the last

newsietter.　Since the December newsietter was

Pubiished:

HSPA weIcomes new members: W冊am Fogie,

Annemarie Draham, 」im Taylor, Richard MeIsheimer &

Cynthis Kring′　the H冊on FamiIy, Sue Duffy, Mary

Siegfried′ Krista Aiderfer′ the Wi=ard Famiiy, Carolyn



Powers, RacheI Ostafi, 」onathan Sch川　&　しisa

Vanderlaan, Brian　& Wendy Risch, Heather Stetier,

Christopher Stickier, 」emifer　&　Ben Carlson, and

business member Phiiadeiphia Mo直gage Brokers"

Donations: GaiI Shupe in memory of 」ohn H. Shupe′

A=an & Barbara Cohen, 」im TayIor, Dave Smith and Mr.

& Mrs. 」ohn deRito, Generations.

Members-Oniy Events are being pIamed for the spring

and summer. Look for announcementsvia e-maiI and

POSting on HSPA’s website (www.hspa-Pa.Org).

Note: A○○ donations to HSPA are tax deductibIe.

Although this winter has been generally m胴, Piease

remember that HSPA’s wednesday and Friday open

days may be a苗ected by inclement weather. HSPA-s

practice is to fo=ow that ofthe Phoenixvi=e Area Schooi

District. if the school dist「ict is cIosed or has a two-

hour deIay of in-PerSOn Ciasses, the Society will be

Ciosed on that day. Schooi ciosings are announced on

a= local teIevision stations, KYW Radio (1060 AM/103.9

FM, School number ♯844〉 and posted on the schooi

district's website.

柵鵬同庫I軸轟け可融柵ロ帥棚伽即応団の伽叩押 

調印[融柵的馴鹿蘭α山南肥ゆ佃r加重的伽pり叩鱗 

噺鵬か伽の馴重画幅繭両脚高可鵬肌鼻血紐側面 

舶脚肥同心函脚部削り請出山部部面的鳳的旧観耽 

心血鯖陥血 

Have You Remembe輪d

To Renew You「 Membership?

If You「 maili唯label is high-igh宣ed, it

means you’ve not 「esponded to our

肥れeWal noticeすnd this will be you「 !ast

冒s§ue。

Of c寄ursel it could be oりr mistake- if so.

pl蹴Sさc○巾t耽置uS.

Thanks !
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