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Our Winter Flea Market can be described by one
word: AMAZING! This was the first in-person flea
market we were able to hold since January 2020. The
customers were ready and willing to spend! Total
income is about $6,800.00. Our largest members-only
preview sale ever brought in about $2000.00 Better
yet, 10 new members joined that evening and 2 inactive
rejoined. Special thanks go out to Kevin Stuart and his
team, who spent countless hours logging, acquiring,
pricing, and organizing the enormous number of items.

In even more exciting news, our new website will be
launching sometime in mid-February! Watch your email
for information about its release. The new website will
be a tremendous upgrade to our current website. It will
have a modern look with drop-down menus which will
make it easier to explore. In addition, it will also include
a way to involve the community in our Capital
Campaign, with an option to make electronic donations
directly to the fund from the website.

Speaking of the Capital Campaign, | am happy to report
that we are making great progress. To date we have
received about $472,000.00 in cash and pledges. The
largest pledge was received from the estate of Dr.
Donald Harrop. The status of his donation has moved
from pledge to cash. We are very grateful that Dr.
Harrop chose to include HSPA in his estate planning.
Please consider adding HSPA to your Last Will and
Testament just as Dr. Harrop did. The committee has

decided that construction will not start until October at
the earliest, since two grants we have applied for will
not be awarded if the work is started before mid-
September. With that said, planning has already begun
for the annual Strawberry Festival on June 10.
Remember, we are planning a special MaxSold auction
in March, an Executive Sale/Auction, with proceeds
going directly to the Capital Campaign. Drop off or call
me for a pick-up of items for this auction!

| continue to be so thankful for the many volunteers
who continue to give hours of their time to contribute
to the success of our Society.

John Keenan, HSPA President
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MARCH QUARTERLY MEETING

The March Quarterly Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, March 15 at 7:30 PM at the First United
Methodist Church. HSPA Board Member Ginger Murphy
will host a special program “Enterprising Entrepreneurs:
A Celebration of Phoenixville Women in Business!”
Remember buying newspapers and magazines at
Seacrist’s? How about going to take a lesson at
Jaworski’s Music? Maybe you were lucky to eat a
delicious slice of sweet potato pie from Dolly Dish? Or
possibly as a kid you rode your bike to Hirsch’s Market
to get candy after school?

All of these beloved Phoenixville businesses have
something in common- they were all started by women!
HSPA is celebrating Women’s History Month by inviting
family members, close associates, and in one case the
business owner herself to share memories, stories, and
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photos from our rich history of small business in
Phoenixville.

The program will follow a brief business meeting led by
President John Keenan. Both HSPA members and the
general public are welcome to attend this free event.
The church is located at 865 S. Main Street (Rt. 29). The
church is handicapped accessible and has ample
parking. Light refreshments will be provided.

HSPA ADDS A MONTHLY SUNDAY OPENING

BEGINNING MARCH 12th, THE HSPA MUSEUM AND LIBRARY
WILL BE OPEN ON THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH
FROM 1 -4 PM FOR MUSEUM TOURS OR FOR THOSE
WISHING TO CONDUCT RESEARCH.

Eager Shoppers Line Up at 7:30

HSPA’s Winter Flea Market returned on Saturday,
January 28" after a covid imposed two-year hiatus. The
flea market, visited by hundreds of eager buyers, raised
over $6,700 in support of the Society. People lined up
along the sidewalk around 7 AM to await the doors
opening at 8 AM. Chaired by Kevin Stuart, the flea
market featured thousands of items for sale on the
upper level of the HSPA Building and a special jewelry
sale on the lower level. Fifty-six HSPA volunteers helped
conduct the flea market. The sale also saw ten new
members join HSPA at the flea market!
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LIBRARY & MUSEUM HOURS

THE HSPA MUSEUM AND LIBRARY ARE OPEN ON
WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS, 9 AM to 3 PM.

THE MUSEUM IS OPEN ON ‘FIRST FRIDAYS,’ 6:30 TO 9
PM. OTHER TIMES CAN BE ARRANGED BY
APPOINTMENT.

The Society continues to follow recommended
practices of the State of Pennsylvania and the CDC.
Safety and health protocols are reviewed monthly.
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James Douglas, Industrial Pioneer
His Phoenixville Connection
By
J.R. Ertell

This is the story of James S. Douglas, Jr. whose eight-
year residence in Phoenixville had a major impact on
the development of the copper industry in the United
States.

Introduction

By the mid-19'" century, mining was an important part
of this region’s economy. Mines were located near
Phoenixville in the surrounding townships and across
the Schuylkill River, along the Perkiomen Creek in
Montgomery County. The most prominent figure in
local mining was Charles M. Wheatley, a mining
engineer who came to Phoenixville in 1849 at the age of
twenty-seven. He came to Phoenixville from mining
operations in Connecticut that were owned by a group
of New York investors with whom he partnered.
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Wheatley and five New York business associates formed
the Chemical Copper Company and established a
smelter in the New York City area.

Charles M. Wheatley

Coming to Phoenixville, Wheatley initially became
involved in copper mines located in Shannonsville (now
Audubon), with the ore being sent to New York for
processing. Over the next twenty-five years, Wheatley
was involved in several mining operations on both sides
of the Schuylkill River. The mines produced lead, zinc,
copper, and some silver, and employed about two
hundred fifty workers, many of whom were immigrants
from Cornwall, England.




By the late 1850s, Wheatley was married and living at
the ‘Knoll’, a large tract that ran from the Schuylkill
River to Pothouse Road and was bordered on the east
by Whitehorse Road and on the west by Manavon and
south Main streets. A large seam of copper ore was
discovered on the property, called the Morris Mine
after the ‘Knoll’s early 19" century owners. Wheatley
became prosperous with his many endeavors and
became an important community leader in Phoenixville.
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Figure 196. Letterbead of the Schuylkill Copper Works, 1873, Courtesy of the Chester County Historical Society, West
Chester, Pa.

In 1872, Charles Wheatley formed a partnership with
James Harvey, the Wheatley & Harvey Schuylkill Copper
Works, and built a smelter along the Schuylkill River
about a half mile below the Reading Railroad Station to
process copper ore. Harvey left after a year and the
Schuylkill Copper Works became solely directed by
Wheatley. The facility had early success producing
quality copper which he sold to the government for
coinage. However, the facility, made up of mostly
wooden buildings, was devastated by fire within two
years. The Chemical Copper Company of New York
decided in 1874 to erect a second refinery to be located
in Phoenixville on land adjacent to the Wheatley’s
smelter. The company in Phoenixville was to be funded
by stock valued at $100,000, although there are no
surviving records indicating the actual amount of capital
raised. A partner of the New York company, Wheatley
became the president of the new copper processing
facility.

James Douglas and Phoenixville

In 1875, Dr. James S. Douglas came to Phoenixville to
serve as superintendent of the new refinery. He
accepted shares of stock as partial payment for his
services. Douglas would become a significant figure in
the development and growth of the copper industry in
the United States. Born into a prominent family in
Quebec, Canada, Douglas had a fascinating family and
educational background. His father, also James Douglas,
was born in Scotland and was educated as a medical
doctor at Edinburgh University. He emigrated to the
United States and then to Canada settling in Quebec
City. He helped establish hospitals including one that
specialized in mental health and had a fascination with
chemistry and many other interests including mining in
which he invested heavily. A voracious reader and
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traveler, he and his family had visited many countries
including several trips to Egypt where he was among
the first to photograph the pyramids. In Egypt, he
purchased mummies, a 19" century fascination, which
he took along to wherever the Douglas family lived,
including Phoenixville.

James S. Douglas was born in 1837 in Quebec, Canada.
He was educated in both Canada and Edinburgh,
Scotland. His education took many turns- from
literature to medicine and theology, eventually holding
degrees in both medicine and theology. Never ordained
as a Presbyterian minister, he returned to Canada and
pursued a number of different occupations. Ultimately,
his attention was drawn to chemistry, and he taught for
a few years at Morrin College in Quebec. He became
particularly interested in exploring new methodologies
in refining metals, especially copper. Working with
Professor Thomas Sterry Hunt of Laval University in
Quebec, he did pioneer work in the use of electrolysis
(separating particles by electric current) in refining
copper ore. The Hunt-Douglas Process was patented as
new technology for copper refining and Douglas gained
recognition through his writings in scientific journals on
his research.

Dr. James S. Douglas
(1837-1918)

Douglas’s father had invested heavily in mining
including mortgaging the family home. By the early
1870s, the family bordered on bankruptcy, eventually
losing their family home. In 1875, Dr. James S. Douglas,
his wife and five children, and his now eighty-year-old
widowed father, along with four servants and the family
‘mummy collection’ came to Phoenixville. Douglas had
been offered a job by Charles Wheatley as



superintendent of the Chemical Copper Company’s

‘Co&on Row’ c.1874

The Douglas family moved into a large stone house on
Cotton Row, a small street near Railroad Street on the
north side of French Creek above the Phoenix Iron
Company. The eccentric senior Douglas reputedly would
place the mummies on the family front porch to ward
off potential burglars. According to one Phoenixville
anecdote, some neighbors thought the mummies were
Douglas family ancestors. [Note: Named for the early
cotton mill located nearby, the street and house no
longer exist. It fell victim to the building of the
Pennsylvania Railroad line out of Phoenixville that
crosses the Schuylkill.]

in the western hemisphere. While in Phoenixville,
Douglas wrote extensively for scientific and professional
publications to supplement his modest income. His
writings brought him prominence and contact with
many important people in metals refining.

The Chemical Copper Works in Phoenixville employed
about thirty workers. With Wheatley as President and
Douglas as general Superintendent the company was
initially successful. However, the company was often
underfunded by its New York partners and had difficulty
securing adequate copper ore at a cost which would
allow the company to be profitable. The copper seams
found in the area were considerably smaller than those
discovered in other parts of the country, especially the
western states. Copper ore was shipped to the eastern
part of the United States where most refineries were
located, raising costs. Compounding the company’s
economic struggles, in 1880 a fire destroyed much of
the facility. A second fire destroyed the rebuilt plant,
leaving the company heavily in debt with inadequate
insurance for rebuilding.

Company Failure

Wheatley’s health declined and he died in 1882. The
Chemical Copper Company officially ended in 1883.
Wheatley’s obituary cited his many honors received and
contributions to the community. In 1882, Douglas
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1878 Drawing of the Chemical Copper Works in Phoenixville

Douglas used his time in Phoenixville to continue to
experiment and improve upon the Hunt Douglas
Process. In 1879, the process was applied to processing
copper ore at the Copper Chemical Company.
Phoenixville became the site of the first practical
commercial application of electrolytic refining of copper
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began looking elsewhere for employment. He had
become acquainted with William Phelps and James
Dodge who were copper brokers dealing with western
mines in Arizona and northern Mexico. With the
struggles of the Chemical Copper Company in
Phoenixville, Douglas and his family left for Arizona to
work for Phelps and Dodge.



Later Life

Dr. James S. Douglas would play a prominent role in
the expansion of copper mining and processing in
Arizona, as would his sons James Stuart Douglas and
Walter Douglas. Phelps and Dodge formed Phelps,
Dodge and Company, commonly known known as
PhelpsDodge, shifting from being copper brokers to the
purchase of copper mines and building processing
facilities near their mines. The company grew rapidly
purchasing railroads to link their mining operations, and
coal fields to fuel their railroads. James Douglas
prospered through his affiliations with PhelpsDodge and
took on leadership roles with many industry-related
professional organizations. For PhelpsDodge, he would
serve as president of three of their mining companies.

Arizona, ‘the Grand Canyon State’, also has been
called the ‘Copper State.” Arizona would eventually
produce almost 70% of the copper in the United States
and PhelpsDodge would become one of the largest
copper companies in the world. In 2007, it was acquired
by an international conglomerate for $25.9 billion. A
small city in southeast Arizona along the Mexican
border today bears the name of Douglas.

The Douglas Medal
Awarded for Achievement in Non-Ferrous Metallurgy

Dr. James S. Douglas spent only eight years in
Phoenixville, yet his time here was critical in the
development of a refining process that would help
revolutionize an industry. Douglas would lead an active
life through his business activities, his membership in
many professional organizations, and his generosity to
many philanthropic causes until his death at eighty-one
in 1918. The family mummy collection was donated to
the Metropolitan Museum in New York City. Considered
a patriarch of the copper industry, he received many
honors in his lifetime. Since 1922, the American
Institute of Mining, Metallurgy and Petroleum Engineers
have annually awarded the James S. Douglas Gold
Medal, named in his honor.

Special Note:
At this writing, two scholars and members of the U.S.
Mining Museum, William W. Culver, and Phillip Mackey,
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are researching Douglas’ time in Phoenixville with the
goal of having a Pennsylvania State Historical Marker
erected in Phoenixville recognizing his accomplishments
and the role his time in Phoenixville played in the
development of the copper industry.

Sources:

HSPA’s Files- Businesses, Mining, Genealogy, Daily
Republican Newspaper (on microfilm,)

James Douglas: A Memoir (Douglas Papers, U. of
Arizona)

‘The First Electrolytic Copper Refinery in the USA at the
Chemical Copper Co. Phoenixville, PA-History Revisited’
by W.W. Culver, P.J. Mackey, B. Wesstrom and A.E.
Wraith

Internet Sources- The Douglas Archives (UK), American
Institute of Mining
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MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES NEWS
A New exhibit, “Recent Donations to HSPA”, recently
opened. The exhibit features a wide variety of artifacts,
documents and photographs donated to the Society’s
archives over the past several months. Among the
artifacts on display is a rare mold of a Griffen, Smith and
Hill Majolica dish donated by Joseph H. McGown, Jr. and
his wife Betty. Mr. McGown’s great-grandfather Nelson
W. Howell was a potter at Griffen, Smith & Hill in the
1880s. In addition to the new exhibit, the exhibit of
Cornett Artifacts, located in the back portion of the
Clegg Room, continues through the winter months.
New exhibits for later in the spring are in the planning
stages
Acquisitions and Donations
HSPA appreciates all donations, both large and small.
Among recent notable donations:

-Member Francis Puleo has donated several items from
the Vale-Rio Diner. Included was a large collection of




photographs of the diner’s closing and its removal,
store mugs, and a side panel from the building.

-Ken Buckwalter donated a copy of the 1999 Borough of
Phoenixville Strategic Plan.

-Business Member Phoenix Federal Bank donated their
latest souvenir tile- Whitestone Mansion.

-Member Richard Lusch donated three novels written
by local author Dolores (Scaringi) Butler

-Member Jim Brazel donated a copy of his Temple
University Master’'s Degree Thesis on the economic
history of the Schuylkill Navigation Company and the
Schuylkill Canal.

1959 Phoenixville vs. Conshohocken

-Members Sharon and Larry Gubanich donated
Phoenixville Area High School Yearbooks, Football
programs and a large photograph of the 1939 Tri-
Boroughs Football Team.

-Member Dave Smith donated a miniature oil painting
by Grace Yarnall of Washington’s Headquarters at
Valley Forge.

Interior of the Open Hearth Building, c.1988

-An unidentified women walked into the museum a few
weeks ago and left five 1988 photographs of Phoenix
Steel.
PROMOTING HSPA

-A new and improved HSPA Webpage is coming soon.
Working with 2Twin Designs in Kimberton, the Society
will be unveiling a more vibrant and interactive website.
Our web address, www.hspa-pa.org, will not change
when our enhanced website is installed and launched.

7

-In recent months, HSPA has responded to a wide
variety of requests via internet and telephone seeking
information about various aspects of Phoenixville
history — people, businesses, and organizations.
Inquiries have requested information on Whitehorse
Farm, lighthouses built by the Phoenix Iron Company,
railroads, bridges, family genealogy, history of houses,
and many more.

AT THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF
THE PHOENIXVILLE AREA:

YOUR HISTORY IS THEIR HISTORY

-The recent issue of Maxsold Magazine, The Caller,
featured a three-page article on HSPA’s fundraising
success utilizing MaxSold Auctions. The article featured
an interview with President John Keenan along with
photographs of the HSPA building and some of our
auction team at work. Copies of the article are available
at HSPA.

-Jack Ertell gave a presentation on “A History of
Phoenixville’s Schools” to the Phoenixville Chapter of
the Business and Professional Women (BPW) on
January 23. He also did presentations on “The Ethnic
History of Phoenixville” to the Women’s Group (WELCA)
of St. John’s Lutheran Church on February 28 and to the
Phoenixville Chapter of AARP on March 1. A program
for Atria Woodbridge on “The Early History of the
Phoenixville Area” was postponed from January and will
be rescheduled for later in the spring.

New Meubou!
-

The Society appreciates and thanks our members and
business members who have renewed their
membership or upgraded to a higher level since the last
newsletter.  Since the December newsletter was
published:

HSPA welcomes new members: William Fogle,
Annemarie Draham, Jim Taylor, Richard Melsheimer &
Cynthis Kring, the Hilton Family, Sue Duffy, Mary
Siegfried, Krista Alderfer, the Willard Family, Carolyn




Powers, Rachel Ostafi, Jonathan Schill & Lisa
Vanderlaan, Brian & Wendy Risch, Heather Stetler,
Christopher Stickler, Jennifer & Ben Carlson, and
business member Philadelphia Mortgage Brokers.
Donations: Gail Shupe in memory of John H. Shupe,
Allan & Barbara Cohen, Jim Taylor, Dave Smith and Mr.
& Mrs. John deRito, Generations.

Members-only Events are being planned for the spring
and summer. Look for announcements via e-mail and
posting on HSPA’s website (www.hspa-pa.org).

Note: All donations to HSPA are tax deductible.

In case of

Inclement
Weather

Although this winter has been generally mild, please
remember that HSPA’s Wednesday and Friday open
days may be affected by inclement weather. HSPA's
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The Historical Society of the Phoenixville area is a non-profit
corporation organized exclusively for charitable purposes
within the meaning of Section 501 ¢ 3 of the U.S. internal
Revenue Code of 1954 as amended. All contributions are tax
deductible.
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Ha-ve You Remembered

To Renew Your Membership? J
1

If your mailing label is highlighted, it
means you’ve not responded to our |
renewal notice and this will be your last
issue.

’(

Of course, it could be our mistake- if so,
please contact us.

practice is to follow that of the Phoenixville Area School |
District. If the school district is closed or has a two- Thanks!
hour delay of in-person classes, the Society will be m— — — ||
closed on that day. School closings are announced on
all local television stations, KYW Radio (1060 AM/103.9
FM, School number #844) and posted on the school
district's website.
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