Our board is planning an exciting Summer and Fall!

We asked and many of you have responded with
better than yard sale donations for the Capital
Campaign Maxsold Auctions. By the time you read this
our 1°** auction will be finished. No worries - we have
enough donations to do at least 1-2 more auctions. We
are still accepting items for future sales to support our
fundraising efforts. This is a great way for someone to
support our campaign who wants to help but may not
be able to give a large cash donation. If you have items
to donate and need to have them picked up, please feel
free to reach out to me. My phone number is 610-246-
5388. The committee has written a number of grants
and we hope to hear by late summer if any grants will
be awarded to us. In the meantime, we are moving
forward with final design plans so that when the money
becomes available, we are ready to start construction.

We hope to see everyone at the Strawberry Festival
and Flea Market on June 10. Don’t forget the members-
only flea market preview will be on Friday, June 9 from
7-9. The committee is working on making this
Strawberry Festival even bigger and better.

The board has planned several events to showcase
HSPA to the community. During the Kimberton Fair,

July 24-29, HSPA will sponsor a table with information
and artifacts.  September brings us “FALL INTO
HISTORY”. Local museums including HSPA, and many
others will be open 9/23-24 from 11-4. Special exhibits
and presentations will be presented at each museum.
More information will be forth coming. Chester County
Day on October 7 will feature homes in and around
Phoenixville. And HSPA will also be on that tour, which
lasts from 10-5. Many great opportunities are planned
to tell the public who we are and our plans for the
future.

| also want to recognize and thank board member Joe
Varady for all his hard work on our Facebook page.
Thanks to Joe’s efforts HSPA’s Facebook page has been
visited by thousands of viewers. Fabulous Tuesdays
feature Evening Phoenix news articles from fifty years
ago. In addition, Joe posts photographs and videos
which allow viewers to learn more about HSPA and
appreciate Phoenixville’s history. If you haven’t visited
our Facebook page, | urge you to do so. You will be very
impressed!

Thanks for your continued support of all our programs
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HSPA’s Annual Strawberry Festival will be held on

Saturday, June 10 from 10 AM to 3 PM. The festival will
feature a variety of activities- a huge flea market (8-1) in
the upper level of the HSPA Building, a special jewelry
sale (in the Frees Library), and several events under a
huge circus tent on the lawn- Lunch (from 10-1), a
‘History Table’ of special items for sale, a Bake Sale
Table. Also featured will be music as well as games for
children. Flea market items can be accepted until




Friday, June 2", Computers, printers, and clothing will
not be accepted.

Quartnly
MEETING

The June Quarterly Meeting will be held at 2 PM on
Sunday, June 11th under the circus tent on the HSPA
lawn. The short business meeting, which will include
elections to the Board, will be followed by a very special
guest speaker. HSPA’s guest speaker will be Larry Cook,
a nationally recognized and honored presidential
historian. Dr. Cook’s special interest is the personal side
of the presidency. He is a lifelong collector of
presidential memorabilia and has a collection of over
8,000 pieces. Part of his extensive collection of
memorabilia will be on display.

Dr. Larry Cook
He is the author of several books and recently was the
recipient of the prestigious Ella Dickey Literary Award
which recognizes a national author for their
contributions to the preservation of history. His most
recent book, Symbols of Patriotism: First Ladies and
Daughters of the American Revolution will be available
for purchase at the quarterly meeting.

Laurenee L. Cook

His presentation at HSPA will focus on James Buchanan,
Pennsylvania’s only president, as well as presidential
candidates who campaigned in Phoenixville such as
Theodore Roosevelt. The meeting is free and open to
the public. Light refreshments will be provided.
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LIBRARY & MUSEUM HOURS

THE HSPA MUSEUM AND LIBRARY ARE OPEN ON
WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS, 9 AM to 3 PM.

THE MUSEUM IS OPEN ON ‘FIRST FRIDAYS,’ 6:30 TO 9
PM. OTHER TIMES CAN BE ARRANGED BY
APPOINTMENT.

The Society continues to follow recommended
practices of the State of Pennsylvania and the CDC.
Safety and health protocols are reviewed monthly.




A PHOENIXVILLE FAMILY AND THE
CIVIL WAR
By
J.R. ERTELL

Stories of Phoenixville’s involvement in the Civil War in
the past have focused on the military units formed in
Phoenixville,  battles  fought, cannon  barrels
manufactured by the Phoenix Iron Company, and
prominent individuals who served. Articles have
centered on the ‘Phoenix artillerists’ and ‘Wayne Rifles,’
the importance of the ‘Griffen Cannon,” and the
military service of General Galusha Pennypacker and his
cousin Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker (later a Governor
of Pennsylvania). This article looks at Immanuel
(‘Manny’) and Elizabeth Ewing, Phoenixville residents
who both served honorably in the Civil War.

Background

Born in 1831 as one of eight children of a Warwick
Township farming family, Immanuel (Manny) Ewing had
come to Phoenixville in the late 1850s where he was
trained as a tailor. Elizabeth Windle Hunter was born in
1841 near Valley Forge village. She was the second of
four children born to Davis and Rachael Hunter. Her
father worked as foreman (and later superintendent) of
the rolling mill at the Phoenix Iron Company. Manny
and Elizabeth married in Phoenixville in 1860.

At the outbreak of the Civil War in the spring of 1861,
the belief generally held in northern communities was
that the war would be short-lived because of the
north’s advantages in population, transportation,
wealth, and industrialization. To supplement the small
standing U.S. Army, President Lincoln called for the
states to recruit regiments of volunteers. Most of these
first regiments were short-term enlistments, usually for
a year or less (some as short-term as 90 days). The
Union army’s embarrassing failure at the ‘Battle of Bull
Run’ brought the realization that a drawn-out, costly
war was more likely. Within a few months, military
recruitments changed to three-year enlistments, with
soldiers often paid bounties as an enticement to enlist.

The Ewings Go to War

Answering the appeal for volunteers, Manny Ewing
enlisted in the “Phoenix Artillerists”, a company of
about one hundred men from the south side of
Phoenixville organized by John Dobson, the
superintendent of the Phoenix Iron Company. Ewing
enlisted on June 6, 1861, only three days after the birth
of their first child, a boy named Elmer. The company
marched to West Chester where they joined with other
Chester County companies to form a regiment, the 1
Pennsylvania Reserves Volunteer Infantry (later
designated as the 30" Pennsylvania Infantry).
Designated as Company G under the command of Col.
John Dobson, the Phoenixville men were mustered into
service as a three-year regiment. The Regiment moved
to Baltimore and officially entered federal service on

July 29, 1861.
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“Col. John Bobson and the Phoenix Artillerists”
Ewing enlisted as a corporal, receiving a bounty of
$100. The company’s muster roll listed him as 5’5" tall
with gray eyes and black hair. He was 31 years old, the
third oldest member of the company, where most men
were in their late teens or early twenties. His wife
Elizabeth and their infant son moved in with her family.
As the Regiment moved south, Manny wrote to his wife
weekly, and his letters were eagerly anticipated. The 1st
Pennsylvania spent much of the remainder of 1861 in




various camps as part of the reorganizing and training of
the Army of the Potomac with some contact with
Confederate troops near Dranesville, Virginia in
December.

Map of Peninsula Campaign, 1862

In the Spring of 1862, the Regiment was part of the
180,000 men of McClellan’s ‘Army of the Potomac’ that
landed in southeast Virginia with the strategy of
capturing the Confederate capital Richmond by
advancing up the peninsula between the York and
James Rivers. Manny’s letters home abruptly stopped,
raising Elizabeth’s fears. After weeks without any
information, she received a letter from Col. Dobson that
Manny had been wounded and captured on Jjune 30
near Malvern Hill, below Richmond along the James
River. Shot in the arm and side, Manny Ewing was a
prisoner at Libby Prison in Richmond.

Determined to find her husband and nurse him back to
health, Elizabeth (with her young son) travelled south
despite pleas from her family and neighbors to remain
home. She hoped to secure a pass from the army
allowing her to cross into Confederate territory to travel
to Libby Prison. Reaching Baltimore, she met Dr.
Lavington Quick, her family doctor in Phoenixville who
was now serving as an army surgeon at a military
hospital. Dr. Quick informed her that her wounded and
now seriously ill husband had been included in a
prisoner exchange and was in one of the army’s
hospitals in Baltimore.

Elizabeth approached Manny’s hospital but was turned
away by the military guards. She then sought to enroll
as a nurse, but was rejected by Dorothea Dix, the noted
social reformer, who organized and led the hospital’s
nursing staff. Dix, an imperious personality, had strict
guidelines on who she allowed to serve as a nurse. Dix,
who had fought for women to be accepted as nurses,
insisted that women nurses be over the age of 35,
unmarried and ‘matronly’. She turned down Elizabeth
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Ewing as being both unqualified and entirely too young
at age 19. Refusing to accept her rejection as final,
Elizabeth persisted in seeking an appointment as a
nurse. Fortunately for her, she found an ally in Dr. Quick
who introduced her to Dr. George Rex, the army
surgeon in charge of all the military hospitals in
Baltimore. Impressed by her persistence and zeal, Dr.
Rex overrode the strong opposition by Dorothea Dix
and ordered that Mrs. Ewing be added to the rolls of
the nursing staff. She was officially registered on the
staff on October 3, 1862. As with most women Civil War
nurses, she was regarded as an unpaid volunteer.

When first seeing her wounded husband, she was told
to go home with their young son, and that she would
find the wounded men and condition of the hospital to
be too hard to bear. She refused and stated that despite
any hardships, she would do her duty to God, country,
and her fellow man. She stayed at the hospital nursing
her husband back to health. When he had recovered
and was furloughed home as part of his convalescence,
she stayed on at the hospital.

Later newspaper accounts would describe Elizabeth
Ewing as an excellent nurse whose kind demeaner to
wounded soldiers was well-remembered many years
later. Among the worst of the patients she cared for
were those, like her husband, who had been released
from Southern prison camps, suffering malnutrition and
disease as well as wounds. She served at the hospital in
Baltimore for almost a year while her husband
eventually returned to his Regiment. She returned
home to Phoenixville in September of 1863 and
remained active in local soldiers’ relief work. A year
later, in June of 1864, Manny’s three-year enlistment
ended, and he returned to Phoenixville. Towards the
closing months of the war, he, as did many other
veterans, enlisted in the Veterans Reserve Corps.’
Manny was listed on the rolls of the 2" Battalion of the




Veterans Reserve Corps. but never called up to actively
serve.
The Post-War Years

E. JESTER M. EWING.

For Ladies, Gents, Misscs and Children,

BRIDGE STREET,
OPP. PH(ENIX HOTEL, PH(ENIXVILLE, PA.

In the years after the Civil War, the Ewings built a

successful life for themselves in Phoenixville. Manny
opened a store as a clothier on Bridge Street in
Phoenixville. The 1870 Census listed the Ewings as
owning property valued at $12,000 and a personal
wealth of $4,000, significant sums for that era.

While the business thrived, their lives were not
without personal tragedy. Their sons, ElImer who had
been born in 1861 and Harry born in March of 1869,
both died in 1871. A daughter, Gertrude, was born in
1872 and led a full life, dying in 1954.

The rest of Manny’s life was focused on his business
interests. In the early 1880s, he opened a store at 197
Bridge Street that specialized in boots and shoes for
men, women, and children.

National President Elizabeth W. Ewing
Elizabeth became active in organizing former Civil War
nurses. She was a member of the Andrew G. Curtin
Association of War Nurses, a Pennsylvania organization.
She later became active helping the formation of a
national organization of nurses of the Civil War. She
rose through their ranks in leadership and in 1898
served as the president of the National Association of
Civil War Nurses. She often attended conventions of
that organization. In the 1890s, the organization was
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instrumental in getting Congress to recognize the
women nurses for their service by granting pensions.
Along with other former nurses, Elizabeth often
attended the conventions of veterans’ groups, most
notably the Grand Army of the Republic, where the
nurses were warmly received and treated as honored
guests.

In failing health after a long battle with cancer,
Elizabeth Ewing died in Phoenixville in April of 1905.
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Selling his business, Manny worked for some years as a
salesman in Philadelphia before moving to Roanoke,
Virginia to live out his years with their daughter
Gertrude and her husband, a mechanical engineer
working for a bridge company. In declining health,
Immanuel ‘Manny’ Ewing died in February of 1917.

He and Elizabeth Ewing are buried in Morris Cemetery
in Phoenixville; each grave bears a bronze marker
indicating their Civil War service. Elizabeth’s tombstone
reads “Army Nurse.”

IMMANUEE EWING,

(830187,

Manny and Elizabeth Ewing were a typical young
family in Phoenixville in 1861. Their lives, as were the
lives of so many families, were changed forever by the
Civil War.

Sources:

Ancestry.com

Bates, Samuel P., Pennsylvania Volunteers in the Civil
War, 1861-65

Dyer, Frederick H.,, A Compendium of the War of the
Rebellion

HSPA’s Files

Newspapers: The New York Times, Philadelphia Inquirer




PROMOTING HSPA

-HSPA’s new and enhanced website is in operation.
Working with 2Twin Designs in Kimberton, a more
vibrant and interactive website has a great new look
and easily accessible features. Check it out at
www.hspa-pa.org.

-HSPA has placed a new exhibit, “Phoenixville Then and
Now” at the Phoenixville Borough Hall. The exhibit of
photographs and artifacts show how Phoenixville has
changed through the years. The exhibit is located on the
third floor in the hallway adjacent to the Council
Chambers and is open to the public whenever meetings
are held in Council Chambers.
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-Joe Varady was the keynote speaker at Phoenixville’s
celebration of “Earth Day”, held on Saturday, April 22"
at Reservoir Park. Dressed in Native-American garb, Joe
gave a presentation on the Lenape Peoples and the tale
of Indian Rock. He followed his presentation with a walk
to the site.

-HSPA is a member of an informal coalition of regional
historical societies and historical commissions. Periodic
meetings are held to share information, ideas, and
practices and to discuss common concerns. John
Keenan, Dave Meadows, and Jack Ertell attended the
meetings. The various organizations will promote each
other’s events. Cooperative events are also being
planned, the first to take place this fall.

-Jack Ertell gave a presentation on “The Ethnic History
of Phoenixville” at the Phoenixville Public Library on
Monday, May 15,

-The 3™ Grade Class of Holy Family School will visit HSPA
on Wednesday, May 17.

-Barkley Elementary School’s 4" Grade Classes will visit
HSPA for their annual tour on Tuesday, June 6.

-HSPA will again have a display and volunteers present
at the Kimberton Fair, July 24-29.
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MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES NEWS

The HSPA Museum will be getting a fresh look in the
coming months. A New exhibit, “This is Us: Exploring
Ethnicity, Identity and Community in Phoenixville”
opens in June, featuring photographs and artifacts from
our collection. Some items currently on display will be
‘retired” to the archives while others popular exhibits
relocated and ‘freshened up’.

Since the March newsletter was published, HSPA has
received many donated items for our archives and
photograph collection. The Society appreciates all
donations.

Among some recent donations:

-Peter Brown has donated copies of early Phoenixville
photographs, advertising cards of 19" Century
Phoenixville businesses and a 1902 issue of The Phoenix
Advertiser newspaper (excerpt above).

-The Estate of Mary Lozier, former PAHS Teacher, has
donated high school yearbooks covering 1963 to 1973.
-James Glass has donated copies of an 1851 letter
written by Elijah Pennypacker and a surveyor’s
notebook of Phoenixville’s streets (1850s-70s).

-Leo Scoda has donated a variety of Phoenixville
memorabilia related to clubs and community
organizations.




Native American Archeology of the
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-Paul Kusko has donated a compilation of archeological
studies and reports on Native-American Archeology of
the Lower Schuylkill River Valley as well as a report on
the Frick’s Lock Historic District.

The Reeves Park Walking Tour, held on Sunday, May
7" was attended by 24 members. Coordinated and led
by Marji Rohrbach and John Keenan, the tour included
significant historical sites in the park as well as
information on some historic buildings adjacent to the
park.

There will be a Members-only pre-sale the night before
the Strawberry Festival. The sale, on Friday, June 9"
will be open from 9-11. Membership status will be
checked at the door. New memberships or renewals can
be made at the pre-sale.

Future Members-only Events:

July- Members Picnic at HSPA.

October- Walking Tour of Snyder’s Mill.
[Dates and Times to be Announced]

maxsold

AUCTION REPORT
HSPA has held several Maxsold Auctions. Recent
auctions have directly benefited HSPA’s Capital
Campaign. Since the start of the 2022-23 fiscal year last
September, the auctions have raised over $25,000
benefiting the Society.

MARCH QUARTERLY MEETING

The March Quarterly Meeting held on March 15" at the
First Methodist Church had 78 people in attendance,
one of the largest of any quarterly meeting. The
program, “Famous Women-owned Businesses of
Phoenixville”, was organized and hosted by Board
Member Ginger Murphy. Speakers, accompanied by
slide shows, told the stories of the owners of Seacrist’s,
Jaworski’s Music, Dolly’s Dish, and Hirsch’s Market.
Many of the speakers were family members of the
original owners.

The Society appreciates and thanks our members and
business members who have renewed their
membership or upgraded to a higher level since the last
newsletter.

Since the March newsletter was published:

HSPA welcomes new members Michael Lewandowski,
The Andre Family, Ellen McNeil, Mark Lanyon, Stephen
Griffin, Claudia Reid, Helen Samson, Ann Scartozzi and
Loretta Clarke.

Donations: Generations Toy Store, Barbara Witwer, Lee
& Barbara Berger (in memory of Carol DiSabatino),
Bruce New & Ginny Focht, Don Deininger and Donald
Crabtree.

Note: All donations to HSPA are tax deductible.

Condolences: HSPA extends sincere condolences to the
families of Tom Ashbaugh and former Board Member
and volunteer Larry Gould on the deaths of these long-
time HSPA members.
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OUR VOLUNTEERS

HSPA’s public programs, activities for members, and
historic preservation work are only possible through our
dedicated volunteers who generously give of their time
to make things happen:

Weekly (Wednesdays and Fridays) Volunteers: John
Keenan, Marji Rohrbach, Ed Naratil, Paul Kusko, Linda
Keenan, Deb Johnston, Barbara Berger, Betsy Leach,




Kaylene Schultz, Philip Hoch, Dave Smith, John & Adele
Kathman, Gerry Fox, Sharon Gubanich, Jack Ertell. Have You Remembered

Special Projects Volunteers: Kevin Stuart, Frank &
Joanne Kollar, Jim Taylor, Gretchen Deeck, Angie Ng,
Kathleen Welch and Alan McGillivrary, Joe Varady,
Cosmo Varady. If your mailing label is highlighted, it
Paul Kusko serves as HSPA’s Coordinator of Volunteers. means you've not responded to our
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New volunteers are always welcome. If interested in W
becoming a volunteer, contact the office. renewal notice and this will be your last

To Renew Your Membership? ||

issue.
The Historical Society of the Phoenixville area is a non-profit Of course. it could be our mistake- if so
r ’
corporation organized exclusively for charitable purposes
within the meaning of Section 501 ¢ 3 of the U.S. internal please contact us.
Revenue Code of 1954 as amended. All contributions are tax
deductible. Thanks! : N
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