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Our board is pIanning an exciting Summer and Fail!

We asked and many of you have responded with

better than yard sale donations for the CapitaI

Campaign Maxsold Auctions. By the time you read this

our lSt auction w川be finished, No worries - We have

enough donationsto do at least l-2 more auctions. We

are st川accepting items for future saIes to support our

fundraising e什orts. This is a great way for someone to

SuPPOrt Our CamPaign who wants to help but may not

be abIeto give a iarge cash donation. 1fyou have items

to donate and need to have them picked up, PIease feeI

free to reach out to me. My phone number is 610-246-

5388. The committee has written a number of grants

and we hope to hear by late summer if any grants wi=

be awarded to us. In the meantime, We are mOVing

forward with finai design plans so that when the money

becomes avaiIabIe, We are ready to start construction,

We hope to see everyone at the Strawberry FestivaI

and Fiea Marketon 」une lO. Don’tforgetthe members-

OnIy fIea market preview wi= be on Friday, 」une 9 from

7-9. The committee is working on making this

Strawberry FestivaI even bigger and better.

The board has planned severaI events to showcase

HSPA to the community, During the Kimberton Fair,

」uIy 24-29, HSPA w川sponsor a tabie with information

and artifacts.　September brings us　′′FALL INTO

HiSTORY’’. LocaI museums including HSPA, and many

Others wi= be open 9/23-24 from ll-4. Speciai exhibits

and presentations w川be presented at each museum.

More information w川be forth coming. Chester County

Day on October 7 w紺feature homes in and around

Phoenixv川e. And HSPA wi= also be on that tour, Which

Iasts from lO-5. Many great opportunities are pIanned

to te= the pubiic who we are and our pIans for the

future.

I also want to recognize and thank board member 」oe

Varady for a= his hard work on our Facebook page.

Thanks to 」oe’s e什orts HSPA’s Facebook page has been

Visited by thousands of viewers. FabuIous TuesdaYS

feature Evening Phoenix news a面cies from f冊y years

ago. 1n addition, 」oe posts photographs and videos

Which a=ow viewers to learn more about HSPA and

appreciate Phoenixv川e’s history. if you haven’t visited

Our Facebook page, l urgeyou to do so. You w川bevery

impressed !

Thanks for your continued suppo直Of aIi our programs

and projects,

」ohn Keenan

詳説馳
HSPA’s Annuai Strawberry Festival w川　be heId on

Saturday, 」une lO from lO AM to 3 PM, The festivaI w冊

feature a variety ofactivities- a huge flea market (8-1) in

the upper leveI of the HSPA Building, a SPeCial jewetry

Saie (in the Frees Library), and severaI events under a

huge circus tent on the Iawn- Lunch (from lO-1), a
′History Table’of specia=tems for saie, a Bake Sale

Table. AIso featured w冊be music as we= as games for

ChiIdren. Flea market items can be accepted untiI



Friday, 」une 2nd. computers′ Printers′ and cIothing wi=

not be accepted.

経絡NG
The 」une Quarterly Meeting wi= be held at 2 PM on

Sunday, 」une llth under the circus tent on the HSPA

iawn, The short business meeting, Which w川inciude

eiections to the Board, W川be fo=owed by a very special

guest speaker・ HSPA′s guest speaker w川be Larry Cook′

a nationa=y recognized and honored presidentiaI

historian. Dr. Cook’s specia=nterest is the personaI side

of the presidency. He is a lifelong co=ector of

presidentiaI memorab描a and has a co=ection of over

8,000　pieces・ Pa巾　Of his extensive co=ection of

memorab冊a wi= be on dispiay.

Dr. Larry Cook

He is the author of severaI books and recentiy was the

recipient of the prestigious E=a Dickey Literary Award

which recognizes a nationaI author for their

contributions to the preservation of history. His most

recent book, Symbo応qf Potriotism: Firs=。dies∴CJnd

D。ughters Q巨he Americ。n Revolution w川be ava=able

for purchase at the quarteriy meeting・
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His presentation at HSPA wi= focus on 」ames Buchanan′

Pemsylvania′s oniy president′ aS We= as presidentiai

candidates who campaigned in Phoenixv川e such as

Theodore Rooseveit. The meeting is free and open to

the public. Light refreshments w川 be provided.
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」旧RARY a MUSEUM HOUR§

THE H;PA MUSEUM AND L旧RARY ARE OPEN ON

WEDNESDAYS AND FRiDAYS, 9 AM to 3 PM.

THE MUSEUM IS OPEN ON `FIR;丁FRIDAYS,’6:30 TO 9

PM.　OTHER TIME;　CAN BE ARRANGED BY

APPOINTMENT.

The Society continues to fol看ow recommended

practices of the State of PennsyIvania and the CDC・

Safety and heaIth protocois are reviewed monthIy.



CAししED TO SERVE...

A PHOENIXViししE FAMIしY AND THE

CIVIL WAR

BY

J.R. ERTEしし

Stories of Phoenjxv用e’s invoIvement in the Civ= War in

the past have focused on the m冊ary units formed in

Phoenixv川e,　battles fought,　CannOn barreis

manufactured by the Phoenix Iron Company, and

PrOminent individuais who served. ArticIes have

Centered on the ′phoenix a巾=erists’and ′wayne RifIes,’

the importance of the　′Griffen Cannon,’’ and the

miIitary service of Generai Gaiusha Pennypacker and his

COuSin SamueI Whitaker Pennypacker (iater a Govemor

Of Pemsylvania〉. This a面cie iooks at Immanuel

(′Manny’) and帥zabeth Ewing, Phoenixvi=e residents

Who both served honorabIy in the Civii War.

Backg「ound

Bom in 1831 as one of eight ch冊ren of a Warwick

Township farming family, Immanuei (Manny〉 Ewing had

COme tO Phoenixv冊e in the late 18与Os where he was

trained as a taiior. EIizabeth Windle Hunter was bom in

1841 near Va=ey Forge v川age. She was the second of

four child「en born to Davis and Rachaei Hunter. Her

father worked as foreman (and later superintendent) of

the ro=ing mi= at the Phoenix Iron Company. Manny

and Elizabeth ma「ried in PhoenixvⅢe in 1860.
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At the outbreak ofthe Civii War in the spring of 1861,

the beIief generaIiy heid in northern communities was

that the war wouId be shorトiived because of the

no直h’s advantages in popuiation, tranSPO直ation,

Wealth, and industrialization. To suppIement the smaII

Standing U.S. Army, President Lincoin cailed for the

StateS tO reCruit regiments ofvoIunteers. Most of these

first regiments were sho巾term eniistments, uSua=y for

a year or less (some as sho巾term as 90 days). The

Union army’s embarrassing faiIure at the ′Battie of BuII

Run’brought the realization that a drawn-Out, COStly

War WaS mO「e likely. Within a few months, m冊ary

recruitments changed to three-year enlistments, With

SOidiers often paid bounties as an enticement to enlist.

The Ewings Go to War

Answering the appeaI for voiunteers, Manny Ewing

e冊sted in the ′′phoenix A刷Ierists’’, a COmPany Of

about one hundred men from the south side of

Phoenixv川e organized by 」ohn Dobson, the

SuPerintendent of the Phoenix lron Company. Ewing

enIisted on 」une 6, 1861, Only three days afterthe b而h

Of their first chiId, a boy named Elmer. The company

marched to West Chester where they joined with other

Chester County companies to form a regiment, the lSt

Pennsylvania Reserves VoIunteer infantry (Iater

designated as the　30th pennsyIvania lnfantry).

Designated as Company G unde「 the command of CoI.

」ohn Dobson, the Phoenixvi=e men were mustered into

Service as a three-year regiment. The Regiment moved

to Baitimore and o冊cia=y entered federal service on

」ulY 29, 1861.

′′coI. John Dobson and the Phoenix ArtⅢerists′′

Ewing enlisted as a corporai, reCeiving a bounty of

;100. The company’s muster ro= Iisted him as 5’5’’ta=

With gray eyes and bIack hair. He was 31 years old, the

third oIdest member ofthe company, Where most men

Were in their late teens or earIy twenties. His wife

Eiizabeth and their infant son moved in with her fam時

As the Regiment moved south, Manny wrote to his wife

Weekiy, and his letters were eageriy anticipated. The lst

Pennsyivania spent much of the remainder of 1861 in



Various camps as part ofthe reorganizing and training of

the Army of the Potomac with some contact with

Confederate troops nea「 Dranesv冊e, Virginia in

December.

Map of Peninsuia Campaign, 1862

1n the Spring of 1862, the Regiment was pa巾Of the

180,000 men of McCie=an’s ′Army ofthe Potomac’that

Ianded in southeast Virginia with the strategY Of

CaPturing the Confederate capitaI Richmond by

advancing up the peninsuIa between the York and

」ames Rivers. Manny’s letters home abruptly stopped,

raising Elizabeth’s fears. After weeks without any

information, She received a letter from Coi. Dobson that

Mamy had been wounded and cap同「ed on 」une‾30

near Malvem H町beIow Richmond aIong the 」ames

River. Shot in the arm and side, Manny Ewing was a

Prisoner atしibby Prison in Richmond.

Determined to find her husband and nurse him backto

heaIth, EIizabeth (with her young son〉 trave=ed south

despite pieas from her famiIy and neighbors to remain

home. She hoped to secure a pass from the army

a=owing her to cross into Confederate territory to traveI

to Libby Prison. Reaching Baltimore, She met Dr.

しavington Quick, her family doctor in PhoenixviIie who

WaS nOW Serving as an army surgeon at a m掴tary

hospitai. Dr, Quick informed her that her wounded and

now seriousiy　川　husband had been inciuded in a

Prisoner exchange and was in one of the army’s

hospitaIs in Baitimore.

Elizabeth approached Manny’s hospital but was tumed

away by the m冊ary guards. She then sought to enro=

as a nurse, but was rejected by Dorothea Dix, the noted

SOCiaI reformer, Who organized and Ied the hospitaI’s

nursing sta什Dix, an imperious personality, had strict

guideIines on who she a=owed to serve as a nurse. Dix,

Who had fought for women to be accepted as nurses,

insisted that women nurses be over the age of 3与,

unmarried and ′matronIy’. she turned down EIizabeth
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Ewing as being both unqualified and entirely too young

at age 19. Refusing to accept her rejection as finai,

郎zabeth persisted in seeking an appointment as a

nurse. FortunateIy for her, She found an a=y in Dr. Quick

Who introduced her to Dr, George Rex, the army

SurgeOn in charge of a=　the m冊ary hospitals, in

Baltimore. impressed by her persistence and zeal, Dr.

Rex overrode the strong opposition by Dorothea Dix

and ordered that Mrs. Ewing be added to the ro=s of

the nursing sta什She was o怖cia=y registered on the

Sta什on October 3, 1862. As with most women Civil War

nurses, She was regarded as an unpaid voiunteer.

When first seeing her wounded husband, She was toid

to go home with their young son, and that she wouId

find the wounded men and condition ofthe hospital to

be too hard to bear. She refused and stated that despite

any hardships, She wouid do her duty to God, COuntrY,

and her fe=ow man. She stayed at the hospitaI nursing

her husband back to health. When he had recovered

and was furIoughed home as pa直Of his convalescence,

She stayed on at the hospitaI.

Later newspaper accounts wouid describe Eiizabeth

Ewing as an exce=ent nurse whose kind demeaner to

WOunded soldiers was weIi-remembered many years

later. Among the worst of the patients she cared for

Were those, iike her husband, Who had been reieased

from Southem prison camps, Suffering mainutrition and

disease as we= as wounds. She served atthe hospitaI in

BaItimore for aimost a year while her husband

eventua=y retumed to his Regiment, She returned

home to Phoenixv川e in September of 1863　and

remained active in iocal soIdiers’reiief work. A year

Iater, in 」une of 1864, Manny’s three-year e両stment

ended, and he returned to Phoenixv=Ie. Towards the

CIosing months of the war, he, aS did many other

VeteranS, enIisted in the Veterans Reserve Corps,’

Manny was Iisted on the ro=s ofthe 2nd Batta=o= Ofthe



Veterans Reserve Corps. but never ca=ed up to activeiy

SeNe.

The Post-War Years

In the years after the CiviI War, the Ewings buiIt a

SuCCeSSful iife for themseives in Phoenixv川e. Manny

OPened a store as a ciothier on Bridge Street in

Phoenixviile. The 1870 Census Iisted the Ewings as

OWning property vaIued at $12,000 and a personaI

WeaIth of;4,000, Significant sums forthat era.

WhiIe the business thrived, their iives were not

Without personal tragedy. Their sons, EImer who had

been born in 1861 and Harry bom in March of 1869,

both died in 1871. A daughter, Gertrude, WaS bom in

1872 and led a fuI川fe, dying in 1954.

The rest of Manny’s iife was focused on his business

interests, ln the eariy 188Os, he opened a store at 197

Bridge Street that specialized in boots and shoes for

men, WOmen, and chiidren.

NationaI President Eiizabeth W. Ewing

E=zabeth became active in organizing former Civii War

nurses. She was a member of the Andrew G. Cu巾n

Association of War Nurses, a PennsyIvania organization.

She iater became active heiping the formation of a

national organization of nurses of the Civii War. She

rose through their ranks in leadership and in 1898

Served as the president of the NationaI Association of

CiviI War Nurses. She often attended conventions of

that organization. 1n the 1890s, the organization was

与

instrumentaI in getting Congress to recognize the

WOmen nurSeS for their service by granting pensions.

AIong with other former nurses,訓zabeth often

attended the conventions of veterans’groups, mOSt

notabIy the Grand Army of the RepubIic, Where the

nurses were warmly received and treated as honored

guests.

1n faiiing heaith after a long battie with cancer,

Elizabeth Ewing died in Phoenixv帥e in Aprii of 190与.

転一二〃畷二三
番露地狐も王「両用踊聞′・ l

州岬至りデ

Se=ing his business, Manny worked for some years as a

SaIesman in PhiIadelphia before moving to Roanoke,

Virginia to live out his years with their daughter

Gertrude and her husband, a meChanical engineer

WOrking for a bridge company. ln decIining health,

immanuei ‘Manny’Ewing died in Februaryof1917.

He and EIizabeth Ewing are buried in Morris CemeterY

in Phoenixvi=e; eaCh grave bears a bronze marker

indicating their CiviI War service. Eiizabeth’s tombstone

reads ′′Army Nu「se.’’

Manny and E=zabeth Ewing were a typicai young

family in Phoenixv川e in 1861. Their iives, aS Were the

lives of so many famiiies, Were Changed forever by the

CiviI War.

Sources:

Ancestry.com

Bates, SamueI P., Pemsy/voni。 Vo/unteeI5 /n the C/viI

Waらヱ86ユー6与

Dyer, Frederick H., A Cbmpendium Qf the WcJr Of the

Rebe//io n

HSPA’s Files

Newspapers: 771e New york 77mes, PhiI。de佃hio /nquirer



PROMOTING HSPA
-HSPA’s new and enhanced website is in operation,

Working with　2Twin Designs in Kimberton, a mOre

Vibrant and interactive website has a great new Iook

and easiIy accessibIe features. Check it out at

WWW.hspa-Pa.Org.

一HSPA has placed a new exhibit, ′′phoenixv川e Then and

Now’’at the Phoenixv川e Borough Ha=. The exhibit of

Photographs and a面facts show how Phoenixv川e has

Changed through the years. The exhibit is iocated on the

third fIoor in the ha=way adjacent to the Councii

Chambers and is open to the pubiic whenever meetings

a「e heid in CounciI Chambers.

celeb「ation of ′′Ea巾h Day’′, heid on Saturday, Apri1 22nd

at Reservoir Park. Dressed in Native-American garb, 」oe

gave a presentation on the Lenape PeopIes and the tale

Of indian Rock. Hefo=owed his presentation with a waik

to the site.

一HSPA is a member of an informai coaiition of regionaI

historicai societies and historical commissions. Periodic

meetings are heId to share information, ideas, and

PraCtices and to discuss common concems. 」ohn

Keenan, Dave Meadows, and 」ack Erte= attended the

meetings. The va「ious organizations w川promote each

Other’s events. cooperative events are aiso being

Planned, the first to take piace this faii.
一」ack ErteIi gave a presentation on ′′The Ethnic History

Of Phoenixv川e’’at the Phoenixvi=e Public Libra「y on

Monday, May 15th.

-The 3「d Grade Class of Holy Fam時SchooI w川visit HSPA

On Wednesday, May 17.
-BarkIey Elementary School′s 4th Grade Classes w川visit

HSPA fortheir amuai tour on Tuesday, 」une 6.

-HSPA w紺again have a dispIay and volunteers present

at the Kimberton Fair, 」uIy 24-29.
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国
MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES NEWS

The HSPA Museum w川be ge咄ng a fresh Iook in the

COming months. A New exhibit, 〃う冊s is uS; E巾/oring

伊hnici切/den書ity ond COmmunity in Phoen血v〃/e〃

OPenS in 」une, featuring photographs and artifacts from

Our COliection. Some items currentIy on display w川be

’retired’to the archives whiIe others popular exhibits

relocated and ′freshened up’.

Since the March newsietter was pubiished, HSPA has

received many donated items for our archives and

Photograph co=ection. The Society appreciates a=

donations.

Among some recent donations:

ーPeter Brown has donated copies of eariy Phoenixviiie

photographs, adve面sing cards of 19th century

Phoenixv川e businesses and a 1902 issue of 77]e Phoen板

Advertjser newspaper (excerpt above).

-The Estate of Mary Lozier, former PAHS Teacher, has

donated high schooI yearbooks covering 1963 to 1973.

一」ames Giass has donated copies of an 1851 letter

Written by　郎jah Pennypacker and a surveyor’s

notebook of Phoenixv川e’s streets (1850s-70s).

-しeo Scoda has donated a variety of Phoenixv川e

memorabilia related to ciubs and community

Organizations.
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ーPaui Kusko has donated a comp=ation of a「cheoIogical

Studies and reports on Native-American ArcheoIogy of

the Lower Schuyik川RiverVa=ey as we= as a repo巾On

the Frick’s Lock Historic District,

The Reeves Park Walking Tou「, held on Sunday, May

7th was attended by 24 members. Coordinated and ied

by Ma申Rohrbach and 」ohn Keenan, the tour incIuded

Significant historicaI sites in the park as we=　as

information on some historic bu胴ings adjacent to the

Park.

There w川be a Members-OnIy pre-Saie the night before

the Strawbeny FestivaI・ The saie, On Friday, 」une 9th’

Wi= be open from 9-11, Membership status wiIi be

Checked at the door. New memberships or renewaIs can

be made atthe pre-Sale.

Future Members-Oniv Events:

」uIy- Members Picnic at HSPA.

October- Waiking Tour ofSnyder’s M冊

[Dates and ¶mes to be Announced]

m ax§O看d
AUC丁iON REPORT

HSPA has held severai MaxsoId Auctions. Recent

auctions have directly benefited HSPA’s capitaI

Campaign. Since the start of the 2022-23 fiscai year iast

September, the auctions have raised over ;2与,000

bene師ng the Society.
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MARCH QUARTERしY MEETING

The March Qua巾erIy Meeting held on March 15th at the

First Methodist Church had 78 people in attendance,

One Of the iargest of any quarterly meeting. The

P「Ogram, ′′Famous Women-OWned Businesses of

Phoenixv川e’’, WaS Organized and hosted by Board

Member Ginger Murphy. Speakers, aCCOmPanied by

Siide shows, tOld the stories ofthe owners of Seac「ist’s,

」aworski’s Music, Doiiy’s Dish, and Hirsch’s Market.

Many of the speakers were famiIy members of the

Originai owners.

÷●　■

丁he Society appreciates and thanks our members and

business members who have renewed their

membership or upgraded to a higher levei since the iast

newsietter.

Since the March newsletter was pubiished:

HSPA weIcomes new members Michaei Lewandowski,

The Andre Fam時E=en McNeil, Mark Lanyon, Stephen

Gr冊n, Ciaudia Reid, HeIen Samson, Ann Scartozzi and

Loretta Clarke.

Donations: Generations Toy Sto「e, Barbara Witwer, Lee

& Barbara Berger (in memory of CaroI DiSabatino),

Bruce New & Ginny Focht, Don Deininger and Donaid

Crabtree.

Note: A= donations to HSPA are tax deductibie.

Condolences: HSPA extends sincere condoIences to the

fam冊es of Tom Ashbaugh and former Board Member

and voIunteer La「ry Gouid on the deaths ofthese Iong-

time HSPA members.

整J叢豊
HSPA’s public programs, aCtivities for members, and

historic preservation work are only possible through our

dedicated voIunteers who generously give of their time

to make things happen:

WeekIv (Wednesdavs and Fridavs) VoIunteers: 」ohn

Keenan, Ma申Rohrbach, Ed NaratiI, PauI Kusko, Linda

Keenan, Deb 」ohnston, Barbara Berger, Betsy Leach,

J
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KayIene SchuItz, Ph描p Hoch, Dave Smith, 」ohn & Adeie

Kathman, Gerry Fox, Sharon Gubanich, 」ack Erte=.

SDeCiai Proiects Volunteers: Kevin Stuart, Frank　&

」oanne Koilar, 」im Tayior, Gretchen Deeck, Angie Ng,

Kathieen WeIch and Aian McGi冊vrary, 」oe Varady,

Cosmo Varady.

Paul Kusko serves as HSPA’s coordinator of VoIunteers.

New volunteers are aIways welcome. if interested in

becoming a voIunteer, COntaCt the o冊ce.

請書脆め壷の軸壷如け書店耽り帥珊肋間馬面の叫叩伊 

脚動卿脚部の岬の励餅肌南惟小舟「血かI細焼印同館鮮 

南部壷焼の脚の妬け湘肋の劇壇cj吋血肌鳥肌馴間I 

ぬ側面田中仲間僻抑馴鹿か」的脚の舶摘耽り膿同意 

I・′　　　　　′　・ 

Have Yo雌Remembered

To Renew You「 Membership?

lf you「 maiting label i§　highlighted, it

m軸ns You’ve nat responded to　関「

鴫neWaI no髄ce and thi§ WiiI be You「 last

竃ssue,

Of a〇u「§eJ it couId be aur mis胞ke重譜so.

ple粥e contact us.

丁hanks!
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